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The summary Minutes ot the Fourth Plenary Session were 
approved by the Commission on February 10, 1954, with the 
following amendments: 

Page 3, para. 5, line 7: Amend the word "report" to 
read "reports". 

Page 4, para. 1, line 4: Delete the "ords "take part" 
and insert the word "observe". 

Page 4, pars. 1, line 5: Delete the word "who" and 
insert the word "whioh". 

* * * 
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The Chairman direoted that the folloWLng list of names 
of United states partioipants submitted by the United States 
Delegation to supplement Assistant Seoretary of state Key's 
letter of February 3, 1954, be entered in the minutes of 
the meeting: 

Mr. C. L. Anderson, Director, Alaska Fisheries Board, 
Juneau 

Mr. Charles R. Carry, National Canners Association, 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Riohard S. Croker, Chief, Bureau of Marine 
Fisheries, Department of Fish and Game, 
Saoramento, California 

Mr. Charles E. Jaokson, National Fisheries 
Institute, Inc., Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Milton C. James, Department of Fisheries, 
Seattle, Washington 

Mr. Harold E. Lokken, Fishing Vessel Owners 
Association, Seattle, Washington 

Mr. Montgomery Phister, Van Camp Sea Food Company, 
Terminal Island, California 

Mr. Robert F. Schoettler, Direotor of Fisheries, 
State of Washington, Seattle, Washington 

Dr. W. F. Thompson, Fisheries Researoh Institute, 
University of Washington, Seattle, Washington 

Mr. Lowell Wakefield, Wakefield Deep Sea Trawlers, 
Seattle, Washington 

Mr. Seton H. Thompson, Fish and Wildlife Servioe, 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Clinton Atkinson, Fish and Wildlife Servioe, 
Seattl$, Washington 

The Chairman also directed that the following letter, 
received from the Government of the United States of Amerioa, 
be entered into the minutes, and that it be drawn to the 
attention of the soientific group for their oonsideration. 



Doc. 16 

- 2 -

"My dee.r Mr. Chairman: 

"The Government of the United states refers 
to the International Convention for the High Seas 
Fisheries of the North Pacific Ooean, and in 
particular to Article III, Section 1 ec) .(i) of that 
Convention. 

"The United States Government, in accordance 
with t he provisions of the Article referred to, 
makes request of the Comndssion that it study the 
stock of king crab in eastern Bering Sea for the 
purpose of determining need for joint conservation 
measures of the Contracting Parties conducting sub
stantial exploitation of that stock. 

"The stock is under sUbstantial exploitation 
by the nationals and vessels of the United states 
and is not covered by a conservation agreement 
between any of the Contracting Parties to the 
International Convention for the High Seas Fisheries 
of the North Pacific Ocean. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Wm. C. Herrington 
Special Assistant for 

Fisheries and Wildlife to the 
Under Secretary" 

The Commission first took up Article X, 2 (Item 14 d 
of the Tentative Agenda). The Japanese Delegation informed 
the Commission that, in connection with the report required. 
it would submit a list of items which it thought should be 
included. 

The Chairman pOinted out that three items appear to be 
of importance in Article X, 2, namely: 1) the words 
"severally or jointlytt; 2) the words "report periodically"; 
and 3) the words "provide opportunity for observation of 
the conduct of enforcement." He pOinted out that at present 
Canada and the United States enforce conservation regula
tions separately, but that presumably Article X, 2 might 
provide for jOint enforcement through the Commission. 
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The Canadian Delegation was of the opinion that since 
these words refer to the areas in which one or another 
Contracting Party had agreed to abstain from fishing, 
enforcement should be oonducted by the Parties which 
continue to fish, rather than by the Commission. 

The United states and Japanese Delegations shared the 
Canadian view, the Japanese Delegation suggesting that the 
Contracting Party abstaining should be informed of the 
manner in which reports would be submitted to it. 

The United states Delegation suggested that such reports 
be submitted at the time of the Annual Meeting. The Japanese 
Delegation pointed out that the Convention merely requires 
periodic reports, and asked the other Delegations it suoh 
reports should be submitted annually, semi-annually or 
quarterly. The United States and Canadian Delegations agreed 
that, from the practical viewpoint, annual reports would be 
desirLble. The Japanese Delegation agreed to accept annual 
reports for the time being, with the understanding that this 
procedure might be altered in the future if it were found 
unsatisfactory. 

The Japanese Delegation also expressed a desire to 
receive the reports suffioiently in advance of the AnnQal 
Meeting in order to enable it to study them. After some 
discussion, it was agreed that the reports should be in 
the hands of the Contracting Party concerned at least 30 
days prior to the Annual Meeting, and in the hands of the 
Secretariat of the Commission at least 40 days prior to 
the Annual Meeting. 

Some discussion followed on the precise function which 
the Secretariat would exercise with regard to these reports, 
and it was agreed that the Secretariat should examine them 
to determine whether they meet whatever requirements the 
Commission may establish with regard to form, but that the 
Secretariat should not concern itself with the substance 
of the report, e.g., it should not concern itself with the 
accuracy or completeness of the data submitted to meet any 
partioular requirement. The Commission agreed to postpone 
discussion of the nature of suoh reports until the list 
submitted by the Japanese Commissioners was made available. 

Turning to the words "provide opportun+ty for observa
tion of the conduct of enforcement U, the United States and 
Canadian Delegations explained that they were quite prepared 
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to provide such opportunity. The United states Delegation 
suggested that this provision might be implemented by 
B.rranging for representatives of the Contracting Party 
which had abstained to take part in the enforcement activities 
of the Contracting Parties who continue to fish, keeping 
in mind the limitations of accommodations on patrol 
aircraft and vessels. 

The Japanese Delegation indicated that, at the moment, 
it had no specific request to make in this connection, 
but that it might in the future wish to specify types of 
observation. At that time it would confer with the 
Contracting Party concerned. This w~s agreeable to the 
other Delegations. 

The Commdssion then turned to the Protocol to the 
Convention (Item 14 e of the Tentative Agenda) I and agreed 
that the ~andate to investigate, as expeditiously as 
practicable, the waters of the Convention Area was one of 
highest priority. The Commdssion referred the question to 
the Committee on Biology and Research, with the instructions 
that the Committee consider it of first priority and give 
immediate consideration to the type and methods of research 
necessary. 

The Commission recessed at 11:25 a.m. to study the 
list submitted by the Japanese Delegation in connection 
with Articles III, 2 and X, 2. After the Commission recon
vened at 11:35 a.m., the Japanese Delegation G~fered a 
brief explanation of the list, bringing the following pOints 
to the fore: 

1. The list contains broad suggestions only, which 
should be discussed further in the Standing Committees; 

2. The species included are those specified in the 
Annex; 

3. Under the general heading "Production", the data 
asked for are chiefly statistical data, which the Japanese 
Delegation believes would be needed for such ~tudies as the 
Commission might make, pursuant to Article III, 1 (a). 

4. Under the general heading "Conservation measures", 
the data required appear to be those contemplated in 
Article III, 1 (c) (iii) and Article X, 2. 
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5. At the end of paragraph I (2) A, the words "and 

penalties imposed" sho1.;l.1d be added. 

6. While the bibliographies of research are not 
specifically required by the Convention, the Japanese 
Delegation felt that the information would be helpful to 
the Commission in pursuing its studies and would also 
aid the Contracting Parties in their individual studies. 

7. The Japanese Delegation would suggest that the 
Commission, pursuant to Article III, 3, request the Inter
national Pacific Halibut Commission and the International 
Pacific Salmon Fisheries Commission to provide the COmmUssion 
with copies of their Annual Reports. 

8. Possibly other pertinent data not listed here and 
not known to the Jape.nese Delegetion might be available in 
the United States and Canada. Such data should be made 
available. 

9. wbatever requirements the Commission should agree 
upon at this time would not be final, but would be subject 
to revision after study of the first report submitted. 

In answer to a request from the United States Delega
tion; the Japanese Delegation pointed out that salmon 
fishery is of the mos t concern to t he three Contracting 
Parties, and that therefore the list submitted by the 
Japanese Delegation requests considerably more information 
with regard to salmon fishery under the general heading 
"production" than it does with regard to the halibut Or 
herring fisheries. The Japanese Delegation thought that 
the data requested would be the minimum required for studies 
which the Commission might carry out under Article III, 1 (a). 

The Canadian and Japanese Delegations were of the 
opinion that the list should be referred to the Committee 
on Biology and Research but, at the request of the United 
States, agreed to postpone further discussion of the list 
until the United States Delegation had had an opportunity 
to study it further, at which time discussion would be 
resumed by the Commission, rather than by either of the 
Committees. 

The Chairman then requested that the assignments to the 
Standing Committees be completed. 
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Canada named to the Committee on Finance and Administra
tion Mr. Hager, assisted by r-1r. l'\/hitmore; to the Committee 
on Biology and Research Hr. Cameron, assisted by Drs. Hart 
and Needler. 

Japan named to the Committee on Finance and Administra
tion Mr. Fujita, assisted by Mr. H. Miyazaki; to the Committee 
on Biology and Research Mr. Suzuki, assisted by Dr. Fujinaga 
and Mr. oto. 

The United states named to the Committee on Finance 
and Administration Mr. Farley, assisted by Mr. Phister; 
to the Committee on Biology and Research Hr. Allen, assisted 
by Drs. vi. F. Thompson and L. A. Walford. 

At the request of the United states Delegation, the 
Commission agreed that Mr. Brooding might serve on the 
Committee on Biology and Research during Mr. Allen's 
absence. 

'The Commission s.lso agreed that the COmmissioners 
might be accompanied at Committee meetings by advisers 
in addition to those named, and agreed to invite to the 
initial meetings of the Committee on Biology and Research 
the observers from the International Organizations, these 
being Dr. Schaefer, Mr. Dunlop and Mr. Royal. 

The Chairman then pointed out that a number of matters 
remained to be discussed by the Commission as a whole, 
among those being: 1) the nature of the reports required 
by Article III, 2 and Article X, 2--and in this connection 
the list submitted by the Japanese Delegation; 2) the 
selection of an Executive Director and staff; 3) the adop
tion of financial regulations; 4) the adoption of a budget; 
and 5) determination of the time and place of the next 
meeting of the Commission. He suggested that the Commission 
meet to conclude its discussion on these matters early the 
following week, leaving the Committee on Biology and 
Research to meet for a few days following the end of the 
Commissionts meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m., it being agreed 
that the Standing Committees meet at 9:30 a.m. on February 8, 
1954. 


