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The Chairman asked Dr. Needler for his report on the 
afternoon discussions of the scientists. Dr. Needler stated 
that the group had continued its discussions along the fol
lowing lines: 

II. Program for 1954 (continued) 

A. :Halibut - It was agreed that, since intensive 
work is already in progress and since Mr. H. A. Dunlop of 
the International Halibut Commission's staff had already 
outlined that Commission's work and program during in
formal meetings, no further attention need be given to the 
program of research for halibut until the September meet
ing. 

B. Herring - A brief review of research on herring 
in Alaska was given by Mr. '6. Atkinson for the United 
.states. The work in progress includes catch statistics, 
tagging, sampling of catch for age analysis, explora
tory fishing and surveys of spawning -areas (the latter 
in cooperation with Canadian scientists). A brief 
written statement of Canadian research in this field 
is being distributed. 

III. Exchange of Scientists and of Information 

A. It was agreed to recommend strongly that the fol
lowing steps be taken to bring about a better mutual 
understanding of research ot lntere~t to the Commission 
carried on by Canada, Japan and United States and of the 
techniques and results: 

(1) Exchange of scientists as occasion 
offers; 

(2) Early exchange of the research plans for 
each year, as they become available; 

(3) Exchange of reports of results at as 
early a stage as possible, sometimes in 
advance of publication. 

Exchange of information, on plans and re
sults of research, is planned by inter
change directly between the scientists of 
the Committee, pending the appointment of 
the Commissionts Executive Director, through 
whom such exchange might normally be made. 
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IV. Statistics 

The statistics required for the Commissionts work 
were discussed briefly. TijBir importance to research 

,', ' .... and the need for detail and completeness (as regards 
the species caught, the places and times at which catches 
are made and the gear and effort used) was recognized. 
The statistics now being collected were reviewed very 
briefly. 

It was noted that statistics were not now made 
available promptly to all those interested and that 
care should be taken to assure proper distribution. 

It was also agreed that the special statistical 
needs of each phase of the research program should be 
noted during the September meeting and a statement of 
the Commission's statistical requirements drafted at 
that time. 

V. Budget 

A. The financial needs of the research program 
were discussed briefly and two points noted: 

(1) It is desirable for the Executive 
Director, with perhaps some assist
ants, to attend the meeting at Tokyo 
in September, and it is hoped that 
the Commission's budget will permit 
this; 

(2) It is desirable for the Committee to 
make available to governments, at as 
early a stage as possible, information 
on which to base estimates of funds for 
programs in 1955. 

The Chairman expressed hope that Dr. Needler would 
be prepared to present a progress report to the Plenary 
Session on Wednesday morning, February 10. After some 
discussion it was agreed that no written progress report 
would be prepared, but that the Committee would meet at 
9:10 a.m., February 10, to discuss and approve an outline 
of material to be presented verbally to the Commission. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m. 

* * * 


