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As a continuation of the studies commenced in 1955, 960 pink salmon were 

examined for parasites. More than 30 species of helminth parasites were 

encountered, of which several rare forms have not been identified beyond the 

family. The incidence and intensity of infection by the parasites (except the 

rare, unidentified species) in the samples from each localit,y are tabulated in 

Table I. The number of salmon in each sample and the date of collection are 

also included in the table. 

The data obtained from 1957 samples, as well as from previous years, 

indicate that no parasites were discovered which were restricted to pinks taken 

in waters adjacent to one or other of the 2 continents, and which were suffici

ently abundant and widespread to be useful as natural tags to identify the 

continent of origin of pinks taken on the high seas. The gradations in the 

incidence of certain parasites in an east-west (or west-east) direction or the 

marked discontinuities in distribution or abundance of certain parasites, as 

observed in previous years, and which suggested some broad and general divisions 

of pinks of different origins taken on the high seas, was not as apparent in 

1957. Although the distribution and abundance of many of the parasites were not 

uniform throughout the sampled areas, the characteristics of their distribution 

do not seem to lead to simple conclusions regarding the continent of origin of 

pink salmon taken on the high seas. 

When all the data accumulated during the 3 years of investigation of pink 

salmon parasites are considered, any interpretations regarding the origin of 

pinks caught on the high seas become very complicated and perhaps not too 

satisfactory. It appears, therefore, unprofitable to continue the studies on 

pink salmon parasites. 


