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SUMl\/J.ARY OP INPFC PUBLICATION POLICY 

INTRODUCTION 

The Commission, beginning at its Second Annual Meeting in 
1955, has adopted a series of resolutions to establish and clarify its 
policies with respect to the publication of annual reports and scientific 
bullet.ins. This ooc11me!1t contains complete quotations of all Com-
mission decisior:.s w::.th respect to publications. It has been prepared 
as a matter of convenkmce for those concerned. 

I. Proceedt:1gs of th:-::i Seccnd Annual Meeting - 195.5, Report of the 
Committee on Finance and Ad:ninistratio.Q., Item 9. 

9. The Committee recommends that the following principles be adopted 
to give definition to a publication policy for the Commission. 

(a) That the Secretariat distribute Commission publications to 
accredited members of delegations representing the various 
Contracting Parties; to scientists, libraries, research insti
tutions in Canada, Japan, the United States and elsewhere, 
on an exchange basis where possible; and to such others as 
may have a bona-fide interest and make application. The 
distribution to other than accredited members of delegations 
is to be in accord with general practice in similar research 
agencies and in accord with budget limitations. The distri
bution o:': reports of limited interest, i.e., those other than 
Annual Reports, Scienti.fic Bulletins, and General Statistical 
Sumnaries shall be limited by the judgement of the Secretariat 
according to 'J:o co:2.tent of the reports, budget limitations and 
special in:,tn:ctic:.1s that may be solicited from the Commission. 

(b) Repcrts of researc~: pr-ojects or scientific background material 
submitted through a National Section shall be published in the 
Commission's scientific Bulletin series after approval by the 
Commission e.nd in acccrdanco with budget limitations. 
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{c) Priority in publication shall be given to the Annual Report. 

(d) Since facilities for translation into Japanese and for repro
duction of Japanese language material are not available in the 
vicinity of the Commission1 s headquarters, the Japanese re
presentatives on the Committee have agreed to a continuation 
of the present working arrangement whereby the Japanese 
National Section arranges for translation and duplication, as 
required, of correspondence, reports and similar material of 
official nature. The cost of such services should properly 
be borne by the Commission. 

II. Proceedings of the Third Annual Meeting - 1956 1 Report of the 
Committee on Finance and Administration, Item 5. 

5. The Committee recommends adoption of the following procedures 
with respect to future annual reports: 

a. Each national section undertakes to provide a comprehensive 
summary report on the nature and results of the scientific 
investigations made by their related research agencies under 
the Commission's research program each year. The summary 
reports are to be published in the Commission's Annual Report 
for the year under consideration. The draft of the entire 
Annual Report is to be submitted to all national sections for 
the purpose of obtaining approval for its publication not later 
than four months following the end of the period covered by 
the Annual Report. 

b. It is understood that the views expressed in any research 
report submitted by a national section under the above 
arrangement are not necessarily those of the Commission, 
unless so stated. The process of publication should not be 
delayed until all the material submitted can be fully evaluated 
by the Commission. Authorship of the research summaries 
shall be credited to the national section submitting the reports 
or to such research agencies or persons as the respective national 
sections shall designate. This understanding shall be recorded 
in the minutes of the Commission. 

c. The policy with respect to research summaries established 
in paragraphs a and b above shall also apply to material 
submitted and approved for publication in future scientific 
bulletins of the Commission. 

d. Details of the style, the length, order and timing of the 
summary reports shall be arranged by the Secretariat in consul
tation with the National Sections. Every effort should be made 
by all concerned to make it possible to publish each Annual 
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Report in the official languages of the Commission before 
the next Annual Meeting. 

e. Future annual reports are to be transmitted to the Contracting 
Parties by the Chairman of the Commission for the year with 
which the report is concerned. 

f. The Annual Report shall cover the period from the end of one 
Annual Meeting to the end of the next. 

g. The Annual Report shall also contain the Chairman's report 
of the Annual Meeting and such other information as required 
by the Convention and the Rules of Procedure as well as an 
administrative report by the Executive Director and any 
official press releases. 

III. Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Meeting - 1957. Report of the 
Committee on Biology and Research, Item 7. 

7. PROCEDURE FOR PUBLICATION OF SCIENTIFIC REPORTS 

The Committee concurs with the recommendation of the Committee 
on Finance and Administration that the Commission publish the results of 
scientific investigations carried out under its research programs. 

The Committee recommends: 

1. THAT scientific papers embodying such results be submitted 
to the Secretariat, which shall have responsibility for carrying 
out the mechanics of publication and editing as to matters of 
form; 

2. THAT each national section appoint a scientific referee to 
whom each paper shall be submitted, for approval within 
six months of its receipt by such referee as to its pertinence 
to the work of the Commission and as to its scientific content; 
in the absence of an opinion by the referee to the Secretariat 
within such time limit, approval by the referee for publication 
by the Commission will be assumed; 

3. THAT only papers approved by all three referees, as noted 
in (2) above, be published by the Commission; 

4. THAT the referees, in consultation with one another, may 
recommend preparation of desirable scientific papers, in
cluding those of joint authorship where appropriate. 

The above policy is recommended for publication of scientific 
papers by the Commission and does not limit publication by other agencies. 
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N. Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Meeting - 195 7. Report of the 
Committee on Finance and Administration. Item 17. 

17. The Committee on Finance and Administration recommends to the 
Commission the adoption of the following policy for publication of 
scientific reports and statistics of fisheries of joint interest: 

A. That the Commission, as a matter of policy I shall 
publish reports of the results of the scientific 
investigations conducted under its research pro
gram and annual compilations of the statistics of 
fisheries of joint interest as covered by the 
Convention. 

B. That the Commission shall give due consideration 
in adopting its annual budgets to the policy of publi
cation of scientific and statistical reports. 

C. That the procedure for publication by the Commission 
of the results of scientific investigations and 
statistics as recommended by the Committee on 
Biology and Research at the 195 7 Annual Meeting 
be approved. 

D. That final approval for publication by the Commission 
of the results of scientific investigations and 
statistics shall be made by the Commission. 

V. Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Meeting - 1958, Report of the 
Committee on Biology and Research (Doc. 265), Item 6. 

6 • Scientific reports for publication in Commission Bulletins. 

With respect to the procedure and policy for publication of 
scientific reports, as established in Item 7 of the Report of the 
Committee on Biology and Research and Item 17 of the Report of the 
Committee on Finance and Administration, both at the 1957 Annual 
Meeting, the Committee on Biology and Research recommends that 
the following be added to the policy and procedure: 

THAT authorship of all papers presented for publication shall 
be shown and that publication by the Commission shall not indicate 
endorsement or approval of the contents thereof, unless so stated. 
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VI. Proceedings of the Sixth Annual Meeting - 195 9, Report of the 
Committee on Biology and Research (Doc. 34 0). Items 5. 6 and 7. 

5. The Committee urges that the publication by the Commission 

of scientific papers by individual sections be expedited. 

6. Criteria for scientific papers to be published by the INPFC. 

The Committee on Biology and Research recommends that the 
following criteria for scientific papers to be published by the Inter
national North Pacific Fisheries Commission shall be added to the 
previously-established Publications Policy of the Commission: 

I. Contents of papers shall be pertinent to the purposes of the 
research programs of the Commission. 

2. Papers submitted should make substantial contribution to the 
solution of INPFC research problems and/or to the techniques of 
studying these problems and should be accompanied by adequate 
supporting data. In general, unanalyzed compilations of data or 
summary progress reports should not be published in the scientific 
bulletin series. The annual report provides the proper place for 
publication of summary progress reports. 

3. Descriptions of methods, techniques and theoretical considera-
tions will be acceptable if they are based on analysis, experimentation 
or instrumentation which clearly demonstrates their applicability to the 
requirements of the International North Pacific Fisheries Commission. 

4. The Secretariat will make suggestions to provide guidance for 
standardizing form, illustrations, etc. 

7. Toint reporting of the results of research. 

The Committee on Biology and Research adopted the following 
resolution in relation to joint reporting of results of the research pro
gram and recommends its adoption by the Commission: 

11 That the editorial committee with the assistance of the 
Secretariat be instructed to arrange as expeditiously as 
possible for joint reporting of appropriate phases of the 
research program and to devefop plans for the eventual 
joint reporting of the results of the research program as 
a whole. 11 

NOTE: 

Present members of the editorial committee are Dr. A. VI/. H. Needler 
for Canada, Dr. Hiroaki Aikawa for Japan and Mr. Donald L. McKernan 
for the United States. 
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Further, the Committee recommends that Secretariat be 
instructed to take account of the full discuss which the Committee 
and its various sub-committees have held on the of joint 
reporting of results of research and prepare a study of plans for pro
ducing joint reports on the results of research. The study is to be 
sent to the members of the editorial committee for use as a basis in 
seeking agreed and effective procedures for bringing about the pro
duction of joint sc~entific reports for publication in the Commission's 
bulletin series. 

Further in respect to the matter of joint reporting of the results 
of research, the Committee established a working party, whose present 
members are Messrs. Hanavan, Peterson, Matsushita, Ishida, Neave 
and Manzer, to work toward a joint report on the subject II Distribution 
of Salmon in the High Seas of the North Pacific Ocean, Including the 
Bering Sea, without Reference to Area of Origin, or Intermingling". 
The working party reported the following progress on its assignment 
up to the present time: 

11 It was agreed that preparation of a report should include an 
examination of available data from the operations of research 
vessels and Japanese motherships, with standardization of 
units used to express catches and effort. 

11 Each species should be reported on, so far as data are 
available, with respect to its distribution and relative abund
ance in the high seas, by area and by time-period, and with 
reference to size and weight; sex; age, length of ocean 
residence and condition of maturity; vertical distribution; 
environmental relationships; relation·ships between high 
seas and coastal distribution. 

11 The working party recomrrends that relevant data be 
examined by scientists of the three countries in Japan in 
the near future and that a joint report should be prepared 
at that time. It is thought that February, 196 0, would be 
an appropriate time to begin this work. 

"In the meantime data should be assembled in the most 
convenient form and progress should be reported by corres
pondence." 

Further, the Committee notes that its first report at this Annual Meeting 
{INPFC Doc. 338) contains (Appendix III, Item 4) a recommendation that 
a comprehensive study of the oceanographic data that has been collected 
in the Subarctic region be undertaken by qualified representatives of 
Japan, Canada and the United States. with a view to producing a 
consolidated report on the oceanography of this region in terms 
adequate for fisheries interpretation. In order to give effect to 
this recommendation, the following persons have been named by 
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the respective national sections to act as correspondents on this topic: 

CANADA: 

JAPAN: 

J.P. Tully 

(will be named immediately after the Japanese 
delegates return to Japan.) (Toshiyuki Hirano 

nominated February 27, 1960) 
UNITED STATES: Felix Favorite 

The Committee on Biology and Research recommends that all of 
the above go forward with reasonable speed and that the Secretariat 
be kept informed of the progress of the work and render such assistance 
as may be necessary. 

VII. Proceedings of the Ad Hoc Committee on Abstention, Report of the 
Fifth Meeting of the Committee, Tab J, Doc. 341, Item 9. 

9. PUBLICATION OF SCIENTIFIC MATERIALS IN RELATION TO THE 
PROBLEM OF ABSTENTION. After a thorough discussion, in which 
many views and suggestions were expressed, the Ad Hoc Committee 
on Abstention agreed in principle to a proposal by Canada to publish 
the scientific reports submitted in relation to the abstention deter
minations. To implement this agreement, the Committee agreed on 
the following steps: 

1. An editorial committee is established, composed of Dr. Hiroaki 
Aikav,-a of Japan, Dr. A.W.H. Needler of Canada and Mr. Donald 
L. McKernan of the United States . 

2. The editorial committee, with the assistance of the Secretariat, 
is to examine all scientific reports submitted in relation to the 
abstention determinations and make recommendations to the 
Commission, through the Ad Hoc Committee on Abstention, 
as to its selections of materials for publication. Materials 
selected for publication are not to be edited, except as to 
matters of form. 

3. The Secretariat is to prepare prefatory statements which 
will provide a context which will facilitate understanding 
of the purpose and nature of the reports being published. 

4. Approval by the Commission is to be obtained before 
publication is undertaken, with the under standing that 
approval for publication does not necessarily constitute 
approval by the Commission of the contents of the 
reports. 
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5. The editorial committee is authorized to begin its work 
immediately and to take advantage of an anticipated meeting 
of its members, for other purposes, in Tokyo early next 
summer to report on an agreed selection of scientific reports 
for publication. 

6. Approval for publication of reports selected by the editorial 
committee may be given by the Commission by correspondence. 
Publication is to be in the Commission's scientific bulletin 
series. 

VIII. Proceedings of the Sixth Annual Meeting - 1959, Minutes of the 
Third Plenary Session, Item 6, last paragraph. 

"In addition, in relation to the subject of abstention, 1 The 
Commission, on the recommendation of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Abstention, approved a proposal to publish the scientific reports 
submitted in relation to the abstention determinations. An editorial 
committee for this purpose has been established by the Commission. 
It is planned to proceed immediately with arrangements for the publi
cation of the abstention reports on herring.' 11 


