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SUMMARY OF PRELIMINARY DISCUSSIONS BY THE COMMITTEE APPOINl'ED 
TO CONSIDER DATA REQUIREMENl'S FROM COOlERCIAL TRAWLING 

IN THE GULF OF ALASKA 

1. At the sixth in camera session of INPFC in Seattle (November 16, 1962) 
a small committee of scientists was appointed to advise the Commission on 
the kinds of information that would be required to assess the effects on 
halibut of the proposed Japanese trawl fishery for other species of ground
fish in the Gulf of Alaska. 

2. Y. Fukuda (Japan), J.L. McHugh and D.L. Alverson (United States), and 
K.S. Ketchen (Canada) were named as members of the committee by their 
respective national sections. 

3. In accordance with instructions, the committee held a preliminary 
discussion during the 1962 annual meeting (9:45 am, November 17) with the 
intention of continuing its business by correspondence during the months 
prior to the interim meeting of the Commission in February, 1963. 

4. Record of catches. In the minutes of the sixth in camera session it 
is stated that "the form of reporting catch data from the trawling vessels 
will be established by the Fisheries Agency of Japan. When the form of 
reporting is being conSidered, the Japanese National Section will consult 
with scientific representatives from the United States' and Canadian 
National Sections with the view to incorporating as much as possible of 
the requirements they may have in the reporting forms". 

In this regard, the committee agreed that detailed records of 
catches would be required--showing the results by individual trawl hauls. 
This could be accomplished by a specially designed log-book record which 
would provide the following kinds of information: (a) name of vessel, 
(b) date, (c) time of day, (d) locality (Long.-Lat., or LORAN bearings), 
(e) type of gear, (f) depth, (g) fishing time (hrs., min.), (h) total 
weight of catch, (i) weight by species (including important invertebrates), 
(j) numbers of halibut discarded (preferably by size categories). 

Alverson, in consultation with Ketchen, will draft a tentative 
outline of the requirements. In the meantime, Dr. Fukuda will make 
enquiries concerning the amount of detail that is likely to be obtainable 
from commercial vessels. 

5. Statistical areas. The committee attached conSiderable importance 
to the establishment of a practical system of defining statistical areas, 
as such will be essential for consolidation of log-book records. It was 
agreed that this matter would be investigated and views exchanged prior 
to or at the time of the interim meeting. 

6. Vessel and gear specifications. At the earliest opportunity informa
tion should be made available on: the names of Japanese vessels which 
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will engage in trawling in the Gulf of Alaska, their sizes (length, 
tonnage, horsepower, etc,), and facilities for accommodating observers. 
Information should also be provided on the construction details of each 
type of gear to be used by these vessels (including information on the 
mesh size of cod-ends). 

7. Identification of species. Mr. Alverson indicated that copies of a 
handbook on the identification of species of groundfish occurring in the 
Gulf of Alaska would be made available in sufficient numbers for distribu
tion among Japanese vessels licensed to fish in the Gulf of Alaska. 

8. Information on discarded halibut. At the time of the meeting it was 
uncertain how much information in addition to the numbers of halibut 
discarded could be provided by the Japanese trawlers. Dr. Fukuda in
dicated that he would investigate the possibility of obtaining samples 
or data on the numbers of fish in various size categories. 

9. Research vessel plans. Research plans of the three countries, 
regarding groundfish in the Gulf of Alaska, are still uncertain. However, 
more information will be available by the time of the interim' meeting of 
the Commission. It was agreed to discuss at that time the possibility of 
coordinating some of the research--particularly on the subject of 
comparative fishing (relative efficiencies of various types of gear). 
Also, views would be exchanged regarding the need for exchanging personnel 
on the research vesselS, and the placing of observers aboard Japanese 
commercial vessels. 

10. The meeting adjourned at 11:00 am with the understanding that, at 
the earliest opportunity, a further exchange of views would be conducted 
by correspondence. 

November 28, 1962. 
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