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About 12 Soviet vessels fished off Alaska in August, the same 
number as in July 1970 and in August 1969. (Figure 1.) 

The Soviet Pacific ocean perch fisher.y was resumed in mid-July 
when at least 3 stern trawlers began fishing along the central Aleutian 
Islands. The vessels continued fishing in that area throughout the 
month. 

The Soviet deep-water groundfish trawl fishery took place 
primarily in the central Bering Sea far northwest of the Pribilof Islands. 
About mid-month, the number of vessels in that area decreased from 12 to 
8 medium trawlers. One medium trawler fished for groundfish north of 
the Fox Islands along the eastern Aleutians during the latter half of 
July. 

SEPTEMBER 1970 

The number of Soviet fisher.y vessels off Alaska in September 
fluctuated between 19 and 16; about the same as in September 1969. 
(Figure 2.) 

The Soviet Pacific ocean perch fishery along the Aleutian 
Islands chain, which was resumed by 3 stern trawlers in mid-August, 
increased to 8 stern trawlers the first week of September. The increase, 
however, was short-lived as the number of trawlers decreased to 4 the 
second week of the month and dropped to 3 by month's end. One tanker 
serviced this fleet. In early September, Soviet perch fishing in the 
Gulf of Alaska was resumed by one stern trawler which fished throughout 
the month. 

Fishing for groundfish along the Continental Shelf edge in the 
Bering Sea were about a dozen trawlers (medium trawlers and 1 stern trawler). 
Most of the effort was northwest of the Pribilof Islands in the central 
Bering Sea. Two medium trawlers fished for groundfish north of the Fox 
Islands in the eastern Aleutians. 
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OCTOBER 1970 

The number o~ Soviet ~ishing vessels o~~ Alaska increased ~rom 
17 during the ~irst three weeks o~ October to 19 during the last week. 
(Figure 3.) This was only a ~ew vessels more than operated in the 
Alaskan area during the preceding month, but was more than a 50-percent 
increase over the number in October 1969. 

Fishing ~or ocean perch during the ~irst three weeks o~ the month 
were 1 medium trawler and 1 stern trawler in the central Gul~ of Alaska 
and 3 stern trawlers along the central Aleutian Islands. In late October 
the e~~ort was increa.sed and the ~ishery was concentrated primarily in 
the central Gul~ o~ Alaska where 7 stern trawlers ~ished o~~ Albatross 
Bank. The single stern trawler continued ~ishing along the Aleutian 
Islands to the end o~ the month. 

The Soviet ground~ish trawl ~ishery along the Continental Shel~ 
edge in the Bering Sea in October again involved 9 medium trawlers north
west o~ the Pribilo~ Islands in the central Bering Sea and 2 medium 
trawlers north o~ the Fox Islands in the eastern Aleutians. Continuing 
to ~ish ~or the ~irst three weeks o~ the month was 1 stern trawler in 
the central Bering Sea. 

NOVEMBER 1970 

The number o~ Soviet ~ishery vessels o~~ Alaska doubled in 
November increasing ~rom about 20 in late October to over 40 by the end 
o~ November. A similar percentage increase occurred in November 1969, 
although the total number of Soviet vessels was about one-third higher 
in November 1970. (Figure 4.) 

The Soviet Paci~ic ocean perch ~ishery o~~ Alaska more than 
doubled during November increasing ~rom 7 stern trawlers and 1 re~ri
gerated transport to 12 stern trawlers, 3 medium trawlers, and 2 
re~rigerated transports. The ~ishery was centered in the Gul~ o~ Alaska 
throughout the month. Fishing initially was o~~ Albatross Bank in the 
central Gul~ and then shi~ted westward to between Chiriko~ Island and 
Sanak Island in the western Gul~. 

The number o~ trawlers ~ishing ~or ground~ish along the Continental 
Shel~ edge in the Bering Sea increased ~rom 15 to 23. During the ~irst 
three weeks o~ the month most o~ the e~~ort was in the central Bering Sea 
northwest o~ the Pribilo~ Islands. B,y the end o~ the month, however, 
the emphasis shi~ted to northwest o~ the Fox Islands in the eastern 
Aleutian Islands. 
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DECEMBER 1970 

The number of Soviet fishing vessels off Alaska more than 
trebled in December increasing from over 40 to more than 140. (A similar 
increase occurred in December 1969 when the number of Soviet vessels rose 
from 30 to 120). The increase in both years resulted from the arrivals 
of a herring fleet in the central Bering Sea and a flounder fleet in the 
eastern Bering Sea. (Figure 5.) 

The Soviet ocean per~ fisher.y, which involved up to 15 trawlers 
in the Gulf of Alaska in November, abruptly ended in the first few days 
of December. The vessels apparently moved into the Bering Sea to join the 
flounder and herring expeditions. 

The Soviet bottomfish trawl fishery along the Continental Shelf edge 
in the Bering Sea decreased in early December from 17 to about 10 medium 
side trawlers. The vessels leaving this fishery moved into the herring 
fishery in the central Bering Sea. The trawlers still fishing for bottom
fish were centered north of the Fox Islands in the eastern Aleutians and 
were accompanied by 1 refrigerator transport and 1 tug. 

The Soviet winter herring fishery in the central Bering Sea was 
begun in early December by a few trawlers. The expedition grew rapidly and 
by mid-December included about 85 vessels. The fleet remained at about 
that size thlOUgh December and included 40 stern trawlers, 30 medium 
trawlers, and at least 15 support vessels, including factoryships, 
refrigerator transports, tankers, and tugs. The area of fishing extended 
from just north of the Pribilof Islands to north of St. Matthew Island in 
the central Bering Sea. The main concentration of vessels was about 150 
miles northwest of the Pribilof Islands. 

The Soviet winter flounder fishery on the Continental Shelf north 
of the Alaska Peninsula in the eastern Bering Sea was begun in early Dec
ember by about half a dozen stern trawlers. The fleet began to increase 
during the second week of the month and by late December included nearly 
50 vessels. At month's end, about 20 stern trawlers and 16 medium 
trawlers accompanied by about a dozen support ships (most were refrigerator 
transport vessels) fished for flounder. The fleet was centered on the 
Continental Shelf about 150 miles northwest of Unimak Island. 

JANUARY 1971 

The typical winter increase in the number of Soviet vessels 
fishing off Alaska continued in January when the number rose from about 
140 to over lBo. (Soviet fisheries off Alaska in January 1970 also 
increased to over lBo vessels) • . This year's increase was because of the 
continued build-up of the herring fleet in the central Bering Sea and the 
beginning of the shrimp fishery in the Gulf of Alaska (the increase in 
1970 resulted from a bUild-up of a central Bering Sea herring fleet and the 
eastern Bering Sea flounder fleet). (Figure 6.) 
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The groundfish trawl fishery along the Continental Shelf edge 
in the Bering Sea decreased in January from 10 to 7 medium trawlers 
accompanied by one refrigerated transport. The fishery centered north of 
the Fox Islands in the eastern Aleutians. 

The winter herring fleet in the central Bering Sea continued to 
increase. By the end of January it included over 90 trawlers and about 
15 support vessels. The fishery centered about 150 miles northwest of the 
Pribilof Islands with a few vessels scattered as far north as St. Matthew 
Island. 

The flounder fleet in the eastern Bering Sea consisted of about 
50 vessels (nearly 40 trawlers and about 10 support vessels). The fishery 
centered on the Continental Shelf about 150 miles northwest of Unimak 
Island. 

The shrimp fishery in the Gulf of Alaska was begun about mid-month 
by 11 medium trawlers. At the end of the month, the fleet increased to 
16 medium trawlers and 1 refrigerated transport. Fishing was centered 
on the Continental Shelf just east of the Shumagin Islands in the western 
Gulf. The 1971 fishery was begun 2 to 3 weeks earlier than the 1970 
fishery • 

FEBRUARY 1971 

About 190 Soviet vessels were fishing off Alaska in February-
about the same number as in January 1971 and in February 1970. (Figure 7.) 
The typical winter peak number of Soviet fishing vessels off Alaska appar
ently has been reached and it is expected that the number will remain at 
about 190 for another month and then begin to decline. 

Trawling for groundfish along the Continental Shelf edge in the 
Bering Sea were 7 medium trawlers supported by 1 refrigerated transport. 
The fishery remained centered north of the Fox Islands in the eastern 
Aleutians. 

The herring fleet in the central Bering Sea displ~ed a reverse 
pattern as compared 10 the previous two months. The number of vessels 
decreased from over 100 to about 80. Vessels leaving the herring fishery 
moved to the Soviet flounder fishery in the eastern Bering Sea. The 
herring fishery remained centered about 150 miles northwest of the Pribi
lof Islands and at month's end included 65 to 70 trawlers (mostly medium 
trawlers) and nearly a dozen factoryships and refrigerated transports. 

The flounder fleet in the eastern Bering Sea increased from 50 to 
nearly 85 vessels. Some vessels came from the herring fishery in the 
central Bering Sea. The fishery remained centered on the Continental 
Shelf about 150 miles northwest of Unimak Island in the eastern Bering Sea. 
At month's end the fleet included about 40 stern trawlers, nearly 30 
medium trawlers, and over 12 refrigerated transports. 

In early February the shrimp fleet in the Gulf of Alaska began 
shifting from east of the Shumagin Islands in the western Gulf to Portlock 
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Bank off Kodiak Island in the central Gulf. By month's end all 16 medium 
trawlers, supported by 1 refrigerated transport, were fishing on Portlock 
Bank. 

On February 10, one of the trawlers (SRTM-8484) was seized for 
fishing in the United States contiguous fishery zone. The vessel was 
apprehended 9.8 miles off Lighthouse Rocks east of the Shumagin Islands. 
On February 16, the master of the vessel pled nolo contendere to charges 
against him in U.S. District Court in Anchorage:--The master was fined 
$20,000 and, in addition, the Soviet- Government-. agreed to- pay the United 
States $30,000 in lieu of a civil suit against the vessel. Qp February 18, 
after payment of the fine and the settlement, the trawler, which was being 
held in Kodiak, was released from custody and escorted out of U.S. waters. 

MARCH 1971 

The number of Soviet vessels fishing off Alaska decreased 
from over 180 in early March to under 170 at month's end (about 20 vessels 
less than in February). A similar decline occurred in March 1970 when the 
number of vessels declined from about 190 to less than 170. .'(Figure 8.) 

The herring fishery in the central Bering Sea was ended by the 
end of February and the Soviets sWitched to fishing for Alaska pollock, 
cod, and flounders. The fleet remained in the central Bering Sea near 
the Continental Shelf edge (150 to 200 miles northwest of the Pribilof 
Islands). 

The number of vessels decreased from 86 in early March to about 
50 a.t month's end. 

The number of medium trawlers fishing for groundfish along the 
Continental Shelf edge north of the Fox Islands in the eastern Aleutians 
doubled in early March from 7 to 15. The trawlers were supported Qy 1 
refrigerated transport and remained centered in the Aleutian Islands 
throughout March. 

The flounder fleet in the eastern Bering Sea had about 70 vessels, 
the same as in February. Fishing was shifted northwest on the Continental 
Shelf and by month's end was centered primarily in the Pribilof Islands 
area. A similar shift occurred in 1970. 

The Soviet eastern Bering Sea crab fishe ry began in early March. 
By the end of the month 2 floating canneries (each accompanied by 3 
tangle-net-setting medium trawlers) were sighted. The fishery was centered 
on the Continental Shelf north of Port Moller on the Alaska Peninsula. The 
two factoryships in 1971 are the same as in the past several years. 

The Soviet shrimp fleet in the Gulf of Alaska consisted of 16 
medium trawlers. During early March the fleet was about equally divided: 
8 vessels fished on Portlock Bank in the central Gulf and 8 near the 
Shumagin Islands in the western Gulf. By mid-March the major effort was 
on Portlock Bank where 12 of the trawlers fished. The other 4 remained 
near the Shumagin Islands. 
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One medium trawler conducted shrimp research in the Gulf of Alaska. 
The first week of the month the vessel worked near the Shumagin Islands and 
then shifted to Portlock Bank with U.S. scientists aboard. In late Ma.rch 
the U.S. scientists disembarked and the vessel shifted its research back 
to the Shumagin Islands area. 

The Soviet Pacific ocean perch fishery in the Gulf of Alaska 
was resumed in early March. Tw:J medium trawlers and 2 stern trawlers 
fished in the ea.stern Gulf until late March. 

APRIL 1971 

Soviet vessels fishing off Alaska in April decreased from 166 to 
155, or about 15 vessels less than in March 1971. (A much sharper decline 
occurred in April 1970 when the number of vessels decreased from 150 to 
80.) (Figure 9.) 

The winter herring fleet (at the end of February had switched to 
fishing for Alaska pollock, cod, and flounder in the central Bering Sea) 
and the winter flounder fleet (had been fishing in the eastern Bering 
Sea) merged about mid-month to fish Alaska pollock, cod, and flounder 
along the Continental Shelf edge northwest of the Pribilof Islands. 
The combined fleet was composed of about 40 stern and 60 medium trawlers 
accompanied by 25 support ships. 

A fleet of 15 medium trawlers supported by 1 refrigerated trans
port continued fishing for groundfish (primarily Alaska pollock and arrow
tooth flounder) ,north of the Fox Islands in the eastern Aleutians. 

The Soviet eastern Bering Sea king crab and tanner crab fishery was 
continued by 2 factoryships, each accompanied by 3 tangle-net-setting medium 
trawlers. The crab fisheries remained centered on the Continental Shelf 
north of the Alaska Peninsula. Fishing was severely restricted, and for 
a period in early April even halted, by the ice pack which extended far 
south this year and covered nearly the entire area north of the Alaska 
Peninsula. 

B,y mid-month the Soviet shrimp fleet in the Gulf of Alaska increased 
from 16 to 20 medium freezer trawlers and was joined by a canning factory
ship. Early in April this fleet shifted from Portlock Bank in the central 
Gulf to the Shumagin Islands grounds in the western Gulf. Late in April 
the fishery began to decline with departure of trawlers and the factory
ship. Only 6 trawlers remained at month's end, all off the Shumagin 
Islands. 

The medium trawler which conducted shrimp research in the Gulf of 
Alaska since early February departed the Alaska. area about mid-April. 
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MAY 1971 

The number of Soviet fishing vessels off Alaska decreased in May 
to just over 40 (a decline of over 100 vessels from the previous month and 
a decrease of 10 vessels from May 1970). (Figure 10.) 

The disbanding of the fleet fishing for Alaska pollock, cod, 
and flounder northwest of the Pribilof Islands (in the central Bering Sea) 
accelerated in May when the fleet decreased from 125 to 20 vessels. 
Continuing to fish along the Continental Shelf edge in the central Bering 
Sea at month's end were about 5 stern trawlers and 10 medium trawlers 
supported by 5 refrigerated transport vessels. 

The fleet fishing for groundfish (primarily Alaska pollock and 
arrowtooth flounder) north of the Fox Islands in the eastern Aleutians 
decreased from 15 to 12 medium trawlers. 

One Soviet crab cannery departed the eastern Bering Sea in early 
May. The remaining one and 3 tangle-net-fishing medium trawlers continued 
fishing on the Continental Shelf northwest of Port Moller on the Alaska 
Peninsula. Soviet officials on the cannery told a U.S. boarding party in 
early May that fi~hing this year has been extremely poor due to ice condi
tions and bad weather. 

Soviet shrimp fishing in the Gulf of Alaska, which began in late 
April, ended the first week of May. 

Soviet Pacific ocean perch fishing off Alaska was resumed in early 
May. A fleet of 2 medium trawlers and 2 stern trawlers fished along the 
Continental Shelf edge in the western Gulf of Alaska the first two weeks 
of the month and then ended operations. A fleet of 5 stern trawlers began 
fishing south of the Fox Islands in the eastern Aleutians in early May, 
were on the grounds the entire month and increasing to 6 trawlers by 
month's end. 

JUNE 1971 

The number of Soviet vessels engaged in fisheries off Alaska 
continued to decline frcm about 40 in late May to about 16 at the end of 
June. That marked the fourth consecutive month of decreafoed Soviet fishing 
off Alaska. A similar decrease occurred in 1970 when the number of 
Soviet vessels decreased from over 200 at the end of February to 17 by the 
end of June. (Figure 11.) 

The Soviet groundfish trawl fishery along the Continental Shelf 
edge in the Bering Sea. continued to decline. During the first 3 weeks 
of the month, a fleet of about 6 medium trawlers fished northwest of the 
Pribilof Islands in the central Bering Sea and a fleet of 6 medium 
trawlers fished north of the Fox Islands in the eastern Aleutians. 

Late in June, the fishery became centered northwest of the 
Pribilof Islands and involved a fleet of 10 medium trawlers. 
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The Soviet crab fishery :in the eastern Ber:ing Sea ended by the 
third week of June when the s:ingle rema:in:ing factoryship and her 3 
accompanYing tangle net-setting medium trawlers departed the Alaska area. 

The Soviet ocean perch fishery was continued along the Aleutian 
Islands chain by a fleet of about 6 stern trawlers, the same as in May. 
The fleet was divided: 3 trawlers were fishing off the Rat Islands :in 
the western Aleutians and 3 :in the Seguam-Amukta Islands area :in the 
central Aleutians. 

JULY 1971 

The number of Soviet fisheries vessels off Alaska :increased 
slightly from about 16 at the end of June to about 23 at the end of July. 
That increase was a departure from the past when only 13 vessels operated 
off Alaska dur:ing July 1969 and 1970. (Figure 12.) 

Deep-water trawling for groundfish by the Soviets along the Con
tinental Shelf edge in the Bering Sea continued to decline--from 10 medium 
trawlers in late June to 6 medium trawlers in July fishing west and north
west of the Pribilof Islands and 2 medium trawlers fishing north of the 
Fox Islands in the eastern Aleutians. 

The Soviet Pacific ocean perch fishery in the Gulf of Alaska was 
resumed in early July after a lapse of nearly six weeks. One stern trawler, 
which began fishing east of Kodiak Island in ea.rly July, apparently found 
encouraging catches for by the end of the month there were 11 stern trawlers 
dispersed from east of Kodiak Island to the western Gulf of Alaska. 

Soviet ocean perch fishing along the Aleutian Chain declined slightly 
and :involved only 3-4 stern trawlers. Fishing remained centered primarily 
in the Samalga Pass-Seguam Pass areas in the eastern and central Aleutians 
and off the Near Islands in the fa.r western Aleutians. 
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