



































The Subarctic Boundary seemed to be located in the
area of L41°N-L2°N in the area west of 170°E, and around 45°N in the area
east of 170°E. The latitudinal distribution of the Subarctic Boundary
was similar to 1970 in the area west of 170°E, but was located higher
in latitude in the area east of 170°E in comparison with 1970,

July. The north-south gradient of water temperature was steepest
around 160°E, and the Subarctic Boundary in that area was characterized
by distinctive meandering. In the area 160°-154°E, the Subarctic Boundary
was formed around L2°-L3°N, which was 1°-2° northerly in latitude compared

with the observations made in June.

4) OCEANOGRAPHIC CONDITIONS IN THE VICINITY OF THE
SOUTHERN KURIL ISLANDS

The cold water below 1°C in the vicinity of the southern Kuril
Islands was also observed in 1971 during June (no datum was available
in April and May). The extent of this area was the smallest since
1967, and it is considered therefore that the extrusion of the water
mass from the Okhotsk Sea to the Pacific side in the southern Kuril
Island area was rather weak in 1971.

Reviewing the conditions for each area mentioned above, the
important features of the oceanographic coditions in the northwestern
Pacific in the summer of 1971 are summarized as follows:

(1) Western Subarctic Water: Slower intrusion to the east.

(2) Alaskan Stream: Stronger intrusion to the west than any

normal year and similar to that recorded in 1969,
(3) Subarctic Boundary: No particular changes have occurred.
(4) Water mass from the Okhotsk Sea in southern Kuril Islands

area: ©Small extent of extrusion toward the Pacific side.
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The oceanographic conditions in the area west of 170°E in
May 19$l, compared with that recorded in previous years, demonstrated
that the water temperature in the areas from thecentral Bering Sea to
around Komandorski, and further to Kamchatka Peninsula and north of these
areas was lower than usual. It was considered to be a normal year to the

south of the abovementioned areas (excluding the Okhotsk Sea).



