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Soviet and South Korean Fisheries
in the Gulf of Alaska and the Bering Sea
October 1972 - September 1973
Gulf of Alaska
Soviet Fisheries
Soviet fisheries in the Gulf of Alaska and along the Aleutian Islands
during October 1972 - September 1973 included a Pacific Ocean perch fishery
along the Continental Shelf edge off the Aleutian Islands and around most
of the rim of the Gulf of Alaska, a shrimp fishery east of the Shumagin
Islands in the western Gulf of Alaska, and a new fishery for flounders
in the central Gulf of Alaska.
The Soviet fishery for ocean perch in the Gulf of Alaska continued as a
minor expedition involving sporadic activities primarily by stern trawlers
scattered between Cape Spencer and the Shumagin Islands. The fishery
involved 5 to 6 trawlers in October and November 1972 and declined to 4
in December. Fishing in these months was principally along Albatross Bank.
In January and February 1973 two to four trawlers fished between Kodiak
and Middleton Islands. In March one trawler fished off Portlock Bank and
one trawler fished off the Yakutat Grounds. The number of trawlers increased
to 5 in April and fishing was along the Continental Shelf edge from Kodiak
Island to Cape Spencer. In r~ay the fishery shifted to between Chirikof and
the Shumagin Is"lands where 3 trawlers operated until late May when perch
fishing in the Gulf temporarily ended. Operations were resumed in August when
one trawler fished off Cape Spencer and up to 3 trawlers fished between
Chirikof and the Shumagin Islands. In early September perch fishing in the
Gulf again ended. It is estimated the Soviet Gulf perch catch from October
1972 through September 1973 totaled 10,000 metric tons.
The Soviet Pacific ocean perch fishery along the Aleutian Islands chain also
remained a minor expedition involving mainly stern trawlers. In the latter
half of October 1972 up to 4 trawlers fished for perch off the far western
Aleutians. After their departure there was no further fishing in the Aleutians
until June 1973. In early June 1973 one trawler began fishing in the SeguamAmukta Passes area and by the end of June eight trawlers were fishing in that
area. The fishery remained at that level and in that area until late July
when the fleet split with 4 trawlers remaining in the Seguam-Amukta Passes

area and 4 trawlers shifting to the western Aleutians. In early August the
fleet declined to 4 trawlers
2 in each of the above mentioned areas and ,
then in late A~gust Soviet perch fishing along the Aleutians ended. It is
estimated the Soviet ocean perch catch along the Aleutian Islands from October
1972 through September 1973 totaled about 7,000 metric tons.
The Soviet shrimp fishery in the- Gulf of Al-aska wa-s on the Continental Shelf
east of the Shumagin Islands in the western Gulf. Large side trawlers with
freezing facilities were again used in that fishery. The 1973 fishery began
about the first of February and ended the third week of April. The fleet involved
2 to 4 trawlers in February, 8 trawlers in March, and 10 trawlers in April.
The 1973 fishery was about the same duration but involved only about one-half
the number of vessels as the 1972 fishery. It is estimated the Soviet 1973
Gulf shrimp catch did not exceed 1,500 metric tons.
A new Soviet fishery for flounders was initiated in the Gulf of Alaska in 1973.
Ten small side trawlers and two large side trawlers, supported by a factory
ship, began fishing for flounder in Chiniak Gully off Kodiak Island in late
January. The number of vessels continued to increase throughout February and
March and reached a peak of 32 in early April. At its peak the fleet involved
11 small side trawlers, 8 large side trawlers, 9 stern trawlers, and 4 support
vessels. ' In mid-April the fleet began declining and by early May only 2 stern
trawlers remained. From May througn August the fishery involved 2 to 4 stern
trawlers and occasionally a large side trawler. The effort more than doubled
in September when the number of trawlers increased to 10. In the sUfI1mer the
fish -jng area expanded eastward onto Portlock Bank. From the beginning of the
fishery through the summer months flounders appeared to be the major species
caught but substantial quantities of Alaska was also taken. In September,
however, the emphasis changed to catching Alaska pollock and flounder became
the secondary speci es. Paci fi c hal i but were observed on sev,era 1 of the vessels,
particularly in the peak activity months of February, March, and April. It
is estimated the catch of flounders and pollock by the fishery totaled between
25,000 and 30,000 metric tons.
South Korean Fisheries
South Korean fishing in the Gulf of Alaska and along the Aleutian Islands
during the' period October 1972-September 1973 was by independent stern
trawlers seeking Pacific Ocean perch and sab1efish in the Gulf of Alaska
and Pacific Ocean perch and Alaska pollock along the eastern Aleutians.
Also a new long1ine fishery for sab1efish took place in the Gulf of Alaska.
One stern trawler fished for Pacific ocean perch and sab1efish off the
Yakutat Grounds in the Gulf of Alaska from mid-April until mid-May. Fishing
was resumed in early July by that stern trawler which, shortly after its
arrival, was seized for fishing within the U.S. contiguous fishery zone.
In early August the vessel was released and resumed fishing in the Gulf,

primarily between Middleton Island and Portlock Bank and remained in that
area until mid-September. The Gulf catch (all by -that single ship) probably
totaled about 750 metric tons.
South Korean fishing along the Aleutian Islands was confined to the eastern
Aleutians and was for Pacific ocean perch and Alaska pollock. One stern
trawler fished in that area from mid-February until mid-March. In midJune fishing along the eastern Aleutians was resumed by 4 stern trawlers.
The fishery remained at that level until late August when the number of
trawlers dropped to 2. The fishery ended in mid-September. It is estimated
the Aleutian catch totaled about 6,000 metric tons.
-The first South Korean lo'ng1ine fishery off Alaska began in late March
1973 when a 10ng1iner, identical to its Japanese counterpart, was sighted
fishing for sab1efish off southeastern Alaska. The vessel remained in the
Gulf of Alaska until mid-May. In early September that vessel returned to
the Gulf of Alaska and resumed fishing for black cod. It is estimated the
10ng1iner caught up to 400 metric tons on her first expedition and she
will probably continue her current trip until taking another 400 metric
tons.
Bering Sea
Sov-i et Fisheries
Soviet fisheries in the Bering Sea during October 1972-September 1973 included
a herring fishery on the Continental Shelf north and west of the Pribi10f
Islands and a groundfish fishery along the Continental Shelf edge from
north of the eastern Aleutian Islands to northwest of the Pribi10f Islands
in the central Bering Sea.
The Soviet central Bering Sea herring expedition began in early December
1972. The fleet consisted of about 25 ships in December and increased
to over 60 ships in January 1973. In mid-February the peak fleet of 66
was reached and the effort remained at that level through March. In early
April the fleet declined to about 40 vessels and in late April the vessels
shifted southwest to near the Continental Shelf edge and began taking pollock
as well as herring. The fishery ended in early May. It is estimated the
catch by that expedition totaled about 60,000 metric tons, mainly herring.
The Soviet trawl fishery for groundfish along the Continental Shelf edge
in the Bering Sea was conducted primarily in two areas -- north of the
Fox Islands in the eastern Aleutians and northwest of the Pribilof Islands
in the central Bering Sea. The principal species sought were arrowtooth
flounder, sab1efish, and ocean perch north of the Fox Islands and Alaska
pollock and ye110wfin sole in the central Bering Sea. The fishery was
continuous and was primarily by large side trawlers. The number of trawlers
ranged from 12 to 24 and they were periodically serviced by refrigerated
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transports. There was a temporary rise to about 40 vessels in May after
the herring expedition disbanded. It is estimated the groundfish catch
totaled about 60,000 metric tons.
South Korean Fisheries
South Korea fisheries in the Bering Sea during October 1972-September 1973
included a new herring fishery, and an Alaska- pollock fishery.
In early May 1973, a factoryship accompanied by four pair trawlers began
a herring fishery in the eastern Bering Sea off Kuskokwim Bay. In late
May the fleet moved to north of Nunivak Island where it remained until
departing the Alaskan area in mid-June. It is estimated the herring
expedition caught about 300 metric tons.
The South Korean fishery for Alaska pollock in the Bering Sea was conducted
by independent stern trawlers and by a factoryship accompanied by four
pair trawlers. In mid-Maya stern trawler began fishing for pollock
northwest of the Pribilof Islands in the central Bering Sea. The number
of stern trawlers increased to two in late May and in mid-June one departed.
The remaining trawler continued fishing until late August. It is estimated
the stern trawler's catches totaled 3,500 metric tons. In mid-June a
factoryship accompanied by four pair trawlers arrived on the Continental
Shelf north of Unimak Island in the eastern Bering Sea. The fleet
remained in that area for about 2 weeks and then departed the Alaskan
area. It is believed that the trawlers fished primarily for Alaska
pollock. It is estimated the factorship fleet caught about 1,000 metric
tons of Alaska pollock.
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