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FOREIGN FISHING ACTIVITIES OFF BRITISH COLUMBIA
1972 (October-becember)
Soviet
A small fleet of 8-10 Soviet trawlers operated off the southwest
coast of British Columbia during late October and early November, 1972.
This fishery caused some concern in regard to herring catches and
was the subject of a meeting with the Soviet Fleet Commander, Mr. A. P. Krutov.
Assurance was given that herring catches were incidental to the hake fishery
and were in order of 300 tons total for the period in question.
side of the meeting did not necessarily agree with this estimate.

The Canadian
(Soviet

herring catches from this area were subsequently reported, during scientific
exchanges, to have been 1,924 m.t.)
The bulk of the Soviet fleet left the area prior to November 20 but
one stern trawler remained in the vicinity until last reported on December 5.
1973 (January-December)
Soviet
Soviet trawling operations were extremely light and sporadic during
1973.

Two vessels fished off the southwest coast of Vancouver Island for a

short period prior to mid-June followed by seven trawlers for five days after
mid-August; and a final 3-boat effort at the end of October.

In comparison,

there were a maximum of 63 vessels off the southwest coast of Vancouver Island
in 1971 and 24 in 1972.

The light effort in 1973 might be due in part to the

reportedly poor hake catches obtained last year.
Fifty-seven vessels utilized Tasu Harbour in 1973 for off-loading
privileges, most of them from the Washington and Oregon coast fisheries.
There were nO reported violations of the La Perouse Bank Agreement
Area in 1973 and as in 1972 only One Soviet fishing vessel entered port,for
repairs to Victoria.

- 2 Other
The PETER NELL, an East German stern trawler which operated with the
SOyiet fleet off the

Washington-Orego~

coast in _1973 made an emergency call at
,

the port of Victoria, B.C. on September 29 to land two seriously ill

cre~en.

This vessel did not conduct any fishery operations in the British Columbia area.
The Polish trawler HUMBAK, which operated mainly off the United
States coast and had made enquiries regarding entry to the port of Vancouver,
B.C. for supplies, fished off the southwest coast of Vancouver Island for two
days in mid-October.

Some concern was felt that this vessel might concentrate

on herring stocks normally in the area at this time, but observed catches
indicated a high percentage of dogfish, hake and red snapper.

Canada asked

and got agreement from the Polish Embassy to not fish herring.

Poland appears

anxious to enter into an agreement with Canada on port privileges which would
permit an operation on the west coast of Canada.
1974 (January-October)
Soviet
The 1974 fishery began in mid-July and continued sporadically for a
period of two weeks.

At the peak of activity there was a maximum of 14

trawlers operating off the southwest coast of Vancouver Island.
In late August segments of the fleet again moved north toward the

La Perouse Bank area and continued operations at varying levels.

There were 22

trawlers observed on September 4, and the peak number was 30, on September 23.
By October 7, the fleet had either moved back to the south or
proceeded to Tasu Sound for shelter to carry out cargo transfer operations.
These operations commenced on October 5 with the entry of a refrigerated
transport and several trawlers.
There were two reported infractions of the trawl ban in the La Perouse
Agreement Area, and only one vessel, a fleet patrol tug, entered Vancouver for
emergency repairs.
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Other
Fears that a fishery by East German and Polish trawlers would be
initiated in 197A were unfounded, and there have been no oper.at.ions to date
this year.
Two longliners from the Republic of Korea appeared off the Queen
Charlotte Islands in 1974.

The first arrived in February and departed

immediately, while the second began fishing in May for blackcod off the northwest coast of the Queen Charlotte Islands, and was still there when last
reported in June.

