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Figure 6. Carapace width frequency or Bering Sea Tanner crab 1974, 1975 and 1976 U.S. fishery. ,. 
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figure. 6. Continued carapace \~idth frequency of Bering Sea Tanner crab 1974, 1975 and 1976. 
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Figure 7... Carapace width-weight relationship for Bairdi Tanner crab from 
the Eastern Bering Sea, 1976. 
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The geographic areas of the U.S. domestic harvest of Tanner crab during 

1976 has been predominantly in INPFC areas 5564 and 5565 north and northwest 

of Unimak Island and INPFC areas 5669 and 5670 near St. George Island (Fig. 4 

and table 6). 

Restrictions were placed on the U.S. fishery as the mating and molting 

period of the Tanner crab was determined by fishery monitoring during the 1976 

season. The portion of the Eastern Bering Sea east of 162° W. longitude was 

closed to the taking of Tanner crab after the third week of June and portion 

west of 162° W. longitude was closed after the first week of July. The pre­

molt condition of the male Tanner crab was evident for both geographic areas 

of the Eastern Bering Sea after mid-June. The 1976 Tanner crab fishery reflected 

a closure for molting, mating and soft shell condition from July 7, 1976 until 

the beginning of the red king crab season. 

In order to provide protection of male Bairdi Tanner crab (C. bairdi) until 

after this species reaches maturity and is available for breeding purposes at 

least one year before being vulnerable to·a commercial fishery, the Alaska Board 

of Fisheries adopted a statewide 5.5 inches in minlimrnn carapace width size limit 

for camnercially harvested Bairdi Tanner crab. The min:imum size limit for Bairdi 

Tanner crab became· effective June 22, 1976. There was no min:i.mtun size restrict­

ions adopted for Opilio Tanner crab species. 
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