













































































and was about 25,000 m.t. except for 1972 when it was
relatively high. 1In 1976, total catch amounted to
23,769, a decrease of 4.6% (1,136 m.t.) from the previous

year.

(b) Catch by species (Tables 3 and L)
Trends in catch of main species in the northeastern Pacific
Ocean are considered for the following: blackcod, pollock,

Pacific ocean perch, other rockfish, and other species.

(i) Blackcod
The total catch reached a peak in 1972, but has shown a
decrease since 1973 when catch regulatory measures began.
In 1974, catch continued to decrease to 26,594 m.t., but
there has been virtually no change in total catch since
that time. In 1976, catch amounted to 26,801 m.t., a
decrease of 1.6% (433 m.t.) from the previous year. There
have been some changes in catch by type of gear. Catch by
stern trawlers in 1976 amounted to 5,286 m.t., an increase
of 46.6% (1,679 m.t.) from the previous year but by
longlining amounted to 21,515 m.t., a decrease of 5.5%
(1,246 m.t.) from the previous year.

(ii) Pollock
The catch was variable through to 19T4. In 1976 catch
amounted to 13,002 m.t., a decrease of 6.7% (933 m.t.)

from the previous year.
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(c)

(iii) Pacific ocean perch
The catch has shown a downward trend since 1972, and
amounted to 38,016 m.t. in 1975. In 1976, catch
recovered somewhat to 39,847 m.t. an increase of 4.8%
(1,831 m.t.) from the previous year.

(iv) Other rockfish
A sudden increase in catch was observed in 1973, and the
increase continued in 1974. 1In 1975, catch decreased to
15,423 m.t. and in 1976 continued to decrease to 14,161 m.t.
or 8.2% (1,262 m.t.) less than in the previous year. This
probably resulted from the regulatory measures for
rockfishes (including Pacific ocean perch).

(v) Other species
In 1976, catches of other flounders, Pacific cod, Pacific
hake, and other fishes decreased from the previous year

but yellowfin sole and turbot catches showed an increase.

Geographic distribution (Table 5 and Fig. 5(1)-(3))

The geographic distribution of total catch by the North Pacific

Trawl Fishery and the North Pacific Longline-Gillnet fishery for

blackcod, Pacific ocean perch, and other rockfishes is shown

in Fig. 5(1)-(3).

(i) Blackecod
The major fishing grounds for this species were in the
Kodiak and Southeastern Areas, as in previous years. The
longline catch in the Shumagin area was large.

(ii) Pacific ocean perch

The major fishing grounds for this species were in the
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Kodiak-Southeastern region. All areas south of
Southeastern have shown a downward trend from the previous
year. On the other hand, the total catch in each area west
of the Yakutat area has shown an increase from the previous
year. The pattern of distribution of catch has shown a
westerly trend from that in the previous year.

(1ii) Other rockfishes
The major fishing grounds for this species were in the
Yakutat-Charlotte region, as in previous years. The catch
in each area south of Yakutat has shown a decrease, and the
catch in each area west of Kodiak has shown an increase,

a similar trend, to that shown for Pacific ocean perch.

5. Incidental catch of halibut

Reports of halibut caught incidentally by stern trawling and
discarded in 1976 are compared with those from 1975 in Table 6.
There were no reports of incidental catches of halibut in the

longline fishery.

The areas of incidental catch in the North Pacific Trawl Fishery were
from Shumagin to Vancouver, as in 1974, and incidental catches in the

Kodiak-Southeastern region were higher than in other areas.

6. Terminology used and operation areas for each fishery

(a) The northeastern Pacific ocean: area dealt with in this report
is the Pacific ocean north of 10°N and east of 1TO0°W.

(b) The "year" used in this report is the fishing year, from
November 1 to the following October 31.

(c) The North Pacific Trawl Fishery: the area of operation is the
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(a)

Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea north of 10°N and east of 1TO°E.
However, in this report, we dealt with only the area referred to
in (a) above.

The North Pacific longline-gillnet fishery: the operation area
is the Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea north of 50°N and east of
170°E, except that gillnet fishing in the Pacific Ocean was
prohibited. However, we dealt with only the Pacific Ocean east
of 170°W in this report.

TABLES 1 TO 6 AND FIGURES 1 TO 5 ARE IN
ENGLISH IN THE JAPANESE DOCUMENT.
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