
... 

REPORT OF THE SECOND MEETING--October 17-25, 1978 

OF THE WORKING GROUP 
TO CONSIDER A NEW ORGANIZATION AND 

\Np f C 
00cuMENT 

ser. No . . ~.(9-.'J.._ 
Rev. No. ······-····-······-

.................................... 

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE COMMITTEE ON BIOLOGY AND RESEARCH 
AND ITS SUBSIDIARY BODIES 

Vancouver, Canada 



~- . ... 
INTERNATIOUAL :W:i.TH PACIFIC FISHERIES COMMISSION 

25th Annual Meeting--1978 

Vancouver, Canaaa, October 30, 1978 

SECOND REPORT OF T:-::E WORKING GROUP TO CONSIDER A NEW ORGANIZATION MTD 
TERMS OF REFEREN:E FOR THE COMMITTEE ON BIOLOGY A.l""ID RESEARCH AND ITS 
SUBSIDIARY BODIES 

The working group to consider new terms of reference for the 
Committee on Biology and Research and its subsidiary bodies, which held 
initial discussions in Nanaimo, Canada, on September 5-7, 1978, 
continued its discussions in Vancouver, Canada, October 17-25, 1978. 
Dr. L. Margolis continued as chairman. The Secretariat kept a record 
and prepared a report for consideration by the working group. 
Interpreter· service was provided by Mr. S. Tamura, Ms. M. -Koizumi, and 
Ms. M. Kondo. 

1. PARTICIPANTS. The following persons were designated by their 
national sections to participate in the continuing working 

group discussions: 

CANADA: L. Margolis 
J. McDonald 
R. Beamish 

JAPAN: K. Mimura 
I. Ikeda 

UNITED STATES: F. M. Fukuhara 
R. L. Burgner 

2. WORKING GROUP TERMS OF REFERENCE. The terms of reference 
established for the working group remained unchanged from 

those used at the September 1978 meeting, but emphasis during the October 
meetings was on development of a structure and terms of reference for 
dealing with non-anadromous species. 

3. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE WORKING GROUP. 

(a) The working group reaffirmed its RECOMMENDATION that the 
Commission take early steps to decide the proper forum for 

reporting studies concerning marine mammals. The working group also 
reaffirmed its view that inclusion of an item concerning marine mammals 
in the terms of reference for the Committee on Biology and Research 
was, as noted in the report of the September meeting, only an interim 
measure for 1978. 

(b) The working group reaffirmed its recommended terms of 
reference for the Sub-Committee on Salmon (see Appendix 3). 



(c ) The working group RECOMMENDS retention of a Sub-CoI:1Illittee 
en ~ing and Tanner Crab with terms of reference as proposed 

in the firs~ report of the working group (see Appendix 4). 

(d) The working group RECOMMENDS establishment of a single 
S;Ll.b-Commi ttee on Non-Anadromous Species, some functions of 

which would be shared between a Bering Sea Panel and a Northeast 
Pacific Panel. The terms of reference for the Sub-Committee on 
Ifon-Anadromous Species would be the same as those proposed for the 
Sub-Committees on Bering Sea Groundfish and Northeast Pacific Groundfi sh 
in the first report of the working group (see Appendix 5). 

(e) To expedite preparation of the reports of the Sub-Committee 
on King and Tanner Crab and the newly proposed Sub-Committee 

on Non-Anadromous Species, to allot these sub-committees a specific 
time period for in-depth discussion of topics of special interest, and 
to shorten the period required for deliberations of the sub-committees 
of the Committee on Biology and Research, the working group RECOMMENDS 
that the following procedures be adopted: 

(1) A rapporteur be appointed one year in advance of 
meetings, for each of the Bering Sea Panel, the Northeast 
Pacific Panel, and the Sub-Committee on King and Tanner 
Crab. 

(2) Documents pertaining to the rapporteurs' reports be 
prepared by national sections in sufficient time for 
receipt by the Secretariat at least one month in advance 
of the meeting and 40 days in advance of the meeting if 
translation is required. Copies of these documents 
shall be sent by the Secretariat to the appropriate 
rapporteur and the chief scientists of the national 
sections. 

(3) The rapporteur, using these documents, prepare a 
virtually complete draft report for consideration by his 
particular panel or sub-committee at the time of the 
annual meeting. 

(4) At the time of the annual meeting, two days be devoted 
to finalizing each rapporteur's draft report and the 
remainder of the allotted time for sub-committee 
~eliberations be used for discussion of special topics 
assigned in the previous year. 

(5) The sub-committee reports contain the amended rapporteurs' 
-reports and a report on the special topics discussed. 
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(f) The working group ~ECOMMENDS that the first formal 
meeting of the Committee on Biology and Research be held on 

the I,1onday preceding the Commission's first plenary session, provided 
that the committee and the Commission agree that the Bering Sea Panel 
of the Sub-Committee on Non-_1'l.nadromous Species could function on the 
Thursday and Friday in the week prior to the first meeting of the 
committee (see schedule attached in Appendix 6). 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

The following appendices are attached to the report: 

1. Terms of reference for the Committee on Biology and Research 
2. Recommendations for organization of the work of the Committee on 

Biology and Research 
3, Terms of reference of the Sub-Committee on Salmon 
4. Terms of reference of the Sub-Committee on King and Tanner Crab 
5, Terms of reference of the Sub-Committee on Non-Anadromous Species 
6. Proposed schedule for the Committee on Biology and Research 
7, Proposed rapporteurs and topics for discussion for Sub-Committees 

on King and Tanner Crab and Non-Anadromous Species in 1979 
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APPENDIX 1 

Te~ms of Reference for the Committee on Biology and Research 

The committee_ is required " ... to investigate matters of biology and 
research and such other matters as may be referred to it by the 
Commission and to submit reports and recommendations to the Commission 
concerning such matters". The following is a current list of the 
committee's specific assignments. 

i. Review and coordinate scientific studies and the collection, 
exchange, and analysis of scientific data (including data 
regarding continent of origin) on anadromous sal.monids as 
provided for under Articles III l(a) and X of the Convention 

ii. Review and coordinate scientific studies to determine the 
continent of origin of anadromous species migrating in 
the waters south of 46° north latitude 

iii. Study, analyze, and exchange scientific information and 
views relating to stocks of mutual interest of 
non-anadromous species in the Convention area (including 
information and views relating to all relevant factors 
affecting these stocks), recommend scientific research 
to fill gaps in knowledge, and recommend the compilation 
and dissemination of statistics and records 

iv. Review and approve reports submitted for publication and 
make recommendations regarding other reports to be 
published 

v. Prepare a report annually for the Commission on the 
above matters 
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APPEHDIX 2 

Recommendations for organization of work of the Commi ttee on Biology 
and Research 

To conduct its work, the Committee on Biology and Research should 
establish three sub-committees, as follows: 

1. Sub-Committee on Salmon, to deal specifically with assignments 
(i) and (ii) 

2. Sub-Committee on Non-Anadromous Species, to deal with assignment 
(iii) as it relates to Bering Sea and northeast Pacific groundfish 
and other non-anadromous species as may be required. Within this 
sub-committee there would be established working panels for the 
Bering Sea and the northeast Pacific. 

3. Sub-Committee on King and Tanner Crab, to deal with assignment 
(iii) as it relates to Bering Sea king and tanner crabs 

The sub-committees will also be responsible for part of item (iv), 
namely .to make recommendations regarding reports to be published. 



APPEirnix 3 

Terms of reference of the Sub-Committee on Salmon 

1. To review and report on results of scientific research on 
anadromous salmonids in the Convention area by considering 
results of sal.monid and oceanographic research during the year 
preceding the annual meeting through: 

(a) preparation of an outline of the program of research 
conducted by each country during the past year (not 
including discussions of results), and 

(b) preparation of summaries of new information on distribution 
and origin and on the relationship of salmon distribution 
to oceanographic conditions. 

In connection with item (b) above, it is noted that in preparation for 
the annual meeting, each national section will submit a statement of 
what new information is contained in its reports. 

2. To review and report on results of scientific studies to determine 
the continent of origin of anadromous salmonids in the Convention 
area including those anadromous salmonids migrating in the waters 
south of 46° north latitude, as per Article III l(a) and III l(d) 

3. To review and report on progress in exchange of statistical data 
in accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding by the 
Contracting Parties concerning furtherance of research studies on 
anadromous Salmonidae in the Convention area and specifically 
concerning exchange of fishery statistics, age, and maturity 
data, scale and fish samples, and data collected by research 
vessels on catch, tagging, oceanographic conditions, and biological 
parameters 

4. To review the exchange of statistical material on salmon among 
the three countries and the presentation of such material in 
documents, in the Commission's Statistical Yearbook and Bulletin. 
The sub-committee's report shall contain an account of actions 
taken and recommendations regarding exchange and presentation of 
statistical material. 

5. To review the plans of the three national sections on salmonid 
research and oceanography within the Convention area to effect 
the best possible coordination of these plans, and to arrange for 
exchanges of samples and of personnel. The sub-committee's report 
shall contain a statement of progress made and agreed measures 
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regarding coordination and exchanges in accordance with Article X 
and statements by each country indicating their plans for the 
ensuing year, including requests for exchanges of samples and 
personnel. 

6. To recommend publication of reports with regard to anadromous 
salmonids 

- 7 -



APPEHDIX 4 

Terms of reference of the Sub-Committee on King and Tanner Crab 

1. To carry out the fullest possible exchange of basic statistical 
and biological information on stocks of king and tanner crab in 
the Bering Sea 

2. To study, analyze, and summarize such information together with 
data concerning all relevant factors affecting stocks of mutual 
interest as a basis for an exchange of views 

3, To recommend, where appropriate, scientific research designed to 
fill gaps in knowledge of these stocks 

4. To review and make recommendations concerning the exchange of 
catch and effort statistics for presentation in docUlllents and in 
the Commission's Statistical Yearbook and Bulletin series 
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APPE:mrx 5 

Te~s of ~eference of the Sub-Com..~ittee on Non-Anadromous Species 

l . ~o carry out the fullest possible exchange of basic statistical 
and biological information on stocks of halibut, other groundfish, 
and such additional non-anadromous species of the Bering Sea and 
northeast Pacific as may be required 

2. To study, analyze, and summarize such information together with 
data concerning all relevant factors· affecting stocks of mutual 
interest as a basis for an exchange of views 

3, To recommend, where appropriate, scientific research designed to 
fill gaps in knowledge of these stocks 

4. To review and make recommendations concerning the exchange of 
catch and effort statistics for presentation in documents and in 
the Commission's Statistical Yearbook and Bulletin series 
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APPENDIX 6 

Proposed schedule for the Committee on Biology and Research 

Day of 
the week Committee Sub-committee or panel_ 

Thursday 
Friday 

Saturday 
Sunday 

Monday 
Tuesday 

Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 

Saturday 
Sunday 

B&R (convene) 
B&R 

B&R 
B&R 
B&R 

BSP 
BSP 

SAM 
SAM 

SAM 
SAM 
SAM 

NEPP 
NEPP 

NONA 
NONA 
NONA 

Monday to Plenary sessions as required 
Friday 

Abbreviations 

] 

KTC } KTC 

KTC l KTC 
KTC 

I 
.J 

B&R Committee on Biology and Research 
BSP Bering Sea Panel 
NEPP Northeast Pacific Panel 
SAM Sub-Committee on Salmon 
KTC 
NONA 

Sub-Committee on King and Tanner Crab 
Sub-Committee on Non-Anadromous Species 

Remarks 

- Finalize report prepared by rapporteur for 
Bering Sea Panel 

- Finalize report prepared by rapporteur for 
Northeast Pacific Panel 

- Finalize report prepared by rapporteur for 
King and Tanner Crab 

- No change in operations of Sub-Committees on 
Salmon 

- Scientific discussion within NONA of 
predesignated topics 

- Scientific discussion within KTC of 
predesignated topics 

- No change in operations of Sub-Committee on Sa lmon 



Pronosed ~an~orteurs and tonics for discussion in 1979 

Sub-Committee on King and Tanner Crab 

Rapporteur: Dr. R. Otto 

Topics for discussion: 

(a) · Review of available data base 
(b) Growth and reproduction of tanner crabs 
(c) Review of joint survey efforts 
and if possible 
(d) Zoogeography of king crabs 
(e) Reproduction of king crabs 

2. Sub-Committee on Non-Anadromous Species 

Ranporteurs: Bering Sea Panel: Mr. R. Bakkala 
Northeast Pacific Panel: Mr. S.J. Westrhei.m 

Topics . for discussion: 

APPENDIX 7 

(a) Survey design and applications to stock assessment in Bering Sea 
and northeast Pacific 
Subj_ect matter should emphasize methodology and may include: 

i. selected examples of surveys 
ii. survey design and sampling techniques 

iii. mathematical estimators 
iv. adequacy of survey 
v. theoretical concepts of survey 

(b) Relationship of pelagic pollack in the Aleutian Basin with pollack 
on the eastern Bering Sea slope and shelf 
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