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Preliminary Information on the 1982 Joint-venture Fisheries 

by Janet Wall and Russell Nelson, Jr. 

This is a preliminary report on the progress of the 1982 joint-venture 

fisheries off Alaska and Washington-California through August 28, 1982. A 

joint-venture fishery operation consists of u.s. boats which catch groundfish 

under the u.s. allocation and foreign ships which purchase and process the 

u.s. catch. At the end of the report a projection of the catch through 

December is also included. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE FISHERY AND OBSERVER COVERAGE 

The joint-venture fisheries were started and expanded rapidly within the 

last five years. In 1982, joint-ventures were formed with all the foreign 

nations which were permitted to fish or process catch within the u.s. fishery 

conservation zone in the North Pacific Ocean or Bering Sea. In the Bering 

Sea, the USSR, the Republic of Korea, Poland, Japan, and West Germany all had 

joint-venture agreements with u.s. fishermen. Those same nations, minus the 

USSR had joint-venture operations in the Gulf of Alaska. In the Pacific 

whiting (Merluccius productus) fishery off the Washington-Oregon-California 

coast, both soviet and Bulgarian ships processed catch from u.s. boats. A 

Taiwanese joint-venture fishery is scheduled for later this year in the Gulf 

of Alaska. 

The 1982 joint-venture fishing year began in January with a fishery on 

pre-spawning concentrations of walleye pollack, Theragra chalcogramma, in 

Shelikof Straits which is between Kodiak Island and mainland Alaska. Two 

separate u.s.-Korean joint-ventures and two u.s.-Japanese operations landed 

fish in the Straits from January through April, processing the catch mainly 
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for the valuable roe from female pollack, but also utilizing the bodies. In 

March, a u.s.-Polish venture joined the others in the Shelikof Straits and 

this operation continued until the end of May. 

At the end of the Shelikof Straits fishery, one of the Korean processing 

ships, a large factoryship, moved into the Aleutian Islands region for a 

short-lived joint-venture which targeted on Atka mackerel, Pleurogrammus 

monopterygius. The Japanese joint-ventures also moved into the Bering Sea at 

the end of the Gulf of Alaska roe fishery and caught pollack which was pri

marily processed into surimi. In the meantime, from March to May, a West 

German vessel participated in joint-venture operations in the Western Gulf, 

Bering Sea, and Aleutian Islands regions. 

The u.s.-USSR yellowfin sole (Limanda aspera) fishery began in Bristol 

Bay in mid-April. In 1982, five to six processing ships operated in this 

fishery which froze yellowfin sole, rock sole (Lepidopsetta bilineata), and 

other flatfish whole and removed the heads and guts of Pacific cod, Gadue 

macrocephalus, before freezing. Most of the yellowfin sole processing vessels 

are scheduled to leave the grounds toward the end of September, but one vessel 

is expected to continue until mid-October. The USSR also has a joint-venture 

fishery in the Aleutian area in which U.S. catcher boats deliver Atka mackerel 

and Pacific cod to a large factoryship which freezes the Atka mackerel whole 

and produces headed and gutted Pacific cod. 

Joint-ventures in the Washington-Oregon-California Pacific whiting fishery 

began in the second week of April this year when two ships arrived from the 

USSR. Five more Soviet vessels came about a week later, and by the height of 

the fishery, eleven Soviet trawlers were processing U.S. catch. A U.S.

Bulgarian joint-venture operated off the Washington-Oregon-California coast 
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from May to mid-July, using four processing ships. In mid-July, the joint-

venture ended and the four ships began to fish under the Bulgarian allocation.l/ 

u.s. fishery observers were placed aboard most of the foreign processing 

ships participating in the joint-ventures in 1982. While on board, the 

observers collected data which allowed the National Marine Fisheries Service 

(NMFS) to estimate the total catch by species and help assess the biological 

status of various stocks of fish. Table 1 presents a summary of the observer 

coverage (observer days/total no. of processor days x 100) through August 28. 

Percent coverage varied from 33.4 percent of the u.s.-Korea operation in the 

Gulf of Alaska to 100 percent of the three-day u.s.-Germany joint-venture in 

the same region. All of the processing ships participating in joint-venture 

fisheries in the Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands region and Washington-Oregon

California whiting fishery through August had observers at one time. In the 

Gulf of Alaska, observers sampled on 68 percent of the 25 foreign ships from 

different nations. 

PRELIMINARY CATCH ESTIMATES THROUGH AUGUST 1982 

It was not feasible to estimate the catch of u.s. joint-ventures in the 

same way as the foreign fisheries due to frequent changes in the number of 

catcher boats delivering fish to the processing vessels. When an observer 

was present on one or more of the processing ships, the species composition 

determined by the observer's sampling was applied to the total catch reported 

by all processing vessels. If there was less than 20 percent observer coverage 

y In the 1982 Pacific whiting fishery, the Bulgarian vessels were the only 
foreign ships allowed to trawl for their own allocation. Soviet vessels 
have permits to process u.s. catch only. 
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of the processing fleet, however, the foreign reported catch by species was 

used. 

Table 2 summarizes the preliminary 1982 catch estimates of the joint

venture fisheries through August 1982. Approximately 95,700 metric tons (t) 

were landed by joint-venture operations in the Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands 

region. Walleye pollock made up the largest proportion of the total tonnage 

with about 47,600 t, but yellowfin sole (nearly 16,500 t) and Pacific cod 

(almost 12,700 t) were also important species. Nearly 75,000 t were taken in 

the Gulf of Alaska fishery and pollock appeared to be the sole target species 

with over 99 percent of the catch by weight. The estimated groundfish removal 

in the Pacific whiting joint-venture was about 60,500 t, of which whiting made 

up nearly 97.6 percent of the catch. 

PROJECTED CATCHES THROUGH DECEMBER 1982 

An attempt was made to estimate the catches in the joint-venture fishery 

for the remainder of the year, September through December. These estimates 

are based on present catch rates (if the joint-venture is currently operating) 

and adjusted for the expected number of ships and duration of the fishery. 

Projected catches of joint-ventures which have not yet started are based on 

catch rates of similar operations in the past, processing capability of the 

expected ships, or the amount of requested allocations. 

In the Bering Sea, the yellowfin sole joint-venture is expected to take 

about 6,100 t of groundfish in the next month and a half. The u.s.-soviet 

joint-venture in the Aleutian Islands region may land as much as 3,800 t of 

Atka mackerel and Pacific cod during September. Another u.s.-Japanese joint

venture is scheduled to start in mid-September, which can conceivably land 
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10,000 t before the estimated ending date of November 10. If these forecasts 

are realistic, the Bering Sea/Aleutian Island joint-ventures will have taken a 

total of approximately 115,600 t by the end of the year. 

A u.s.-Taiwan operation is planned for the Gulf of Alaska. If the permits 

are granted and the fishery goes as scheduled, the ships may process close to 

their requested allocation of 5,700 t of groundfish, which would bring the 

total 1982 joint-venture catch in the Gulf of Alaska to about 80,500 t. 

The last processing ships in the u.s.-soviet Pacific whiting fishery off 

Washington-Oregon-California are scheduled to depart during the first week of 

October. This fishery is expected to take approximately 12,000 additional 

tons of Pacific whiting. A new joint-venture targeting on shortbelly rockfish 

may begin operations in October if the final permission is granted. Although 

1,000 t allocation was requested, if only one Soviet ship processes the catch 

from this experimental fishery, 750 tor less may be landed during the three

week fishing period. Another Soviet processing ship might join the operation 

if fishing is good, and if so, a request might be made for additional alloca

tion. If the prediction of the future catch of the Pacific whiting fishery is 

realistic, and the shortbelly joint-venture takes about 700 t, the joint

ventures in this region will have taken about 71,000 t of Pacific whiting and 

a total of 73,200 t of groundfish in 1982. 

SUMMARY 

During 1982 a great number of joint-venture fishing operations took place 

in the North Pacific and Bering Sea between U.S. fishermen and foreign process

ing vessels. Korean, Japanese, and Polish factory ships participated in a 

joint-venture fishery in the Shelikof Straits in the Gulf of Alaska which 
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took over 74,000 t of pollock in the period from January through May. The 

total joint-venture catch in the Gulf of Alaska through August 1982 was 

74,800 t. The projected catch through December is 80,500 t. 

In the Bristol Bay region of the Bering Sea there was a u.s.-soviet 

fishery on yellowfin sole and in the Aleutian Islands a Soviet factoryship 

processed Atka mackerel and Pacific cod delivered by U.S. catcher boats. The 

total catch through August 1982 was 95,700 t (47,600 t pollock, 16,500 t 

yellowfin sole, 12,700 t Pacific cod, and 9,200 t Atka mackerel). The pro

jected catch through December 1982 is 115,600 t. 

only two nations participated in the Pacific whiting fishery off 

Washington-Oregon-California: the USSR and Bulgaria. An estimated 60,500 t of 

groundfish were taken in the joint-venture whiting fisheries through August, 

and 12,000 t more may be landed before the fishery is completed in October. 
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Table 1.--summary of 1982 observer coverage of joint-venture processing ships 
through August 28. 

No. of No. of No. of 
processor observer Percent11 No. of ships Percent 

Fishery/joint-venture days days coverage- processors observed sampled 

Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Region 

u.s.-USSR 780 486 62.3 7 7 100.0 

u.s.-Korea 6 5 83.3 1 1 100.0 

U .s .-Poland 112 99 88.4 3 3 100.0 

u.s.-Japan 245 187 76.3 5 5 100.0 

u.s .-Germany 74 47 63.5 1 1 100.0 

Total 1,217 824 67.7 17 17 100.0 

Gulf of Alaska 

u.s.-Korea 518 173 33.4 19 12 63.2 

u.s.-Poland 87 38 43.7 3 2 66.7 

u.s.-Japan 128 67 52.3 2 2 100.0 

u.s.-Germany 3 3 100.0 1 1 100.0 

Total 736 281 38.2 25 17 68.0 

Washington-Oregon-California 

u.s.-USSR 1,256 994 79.1 11 11 100.0 

u.s.-Bulgaria 287 186 64.8 4 4 100.0 

Total 1,543 1,180 76.5 15 15 100.0 

y Percent coverage = observer days/processor vesse.l days x 100 
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Table 2.--Preliminary estimates of 1982 joint-venture catch through August 28 • .!/ 

Fishery/spec~es groups Estimated catch in metric tons 

Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Region 

Squid 
Yellowfin sole 
Turbots.Y 
other flatfishes 
Walleye pollock 
Pacific cod 
Sablefish 
Atka mackerel 
Ocean perch specie~ 
Other rockfish 
Pacific herring!/ 
Other fish 

Total 

Gulf of Alaska 

Squid 
All flounders 
Walleye pollock 
Pacific cod 
Sablefish 
Atka mackerel 
ocean perch species.~/ 
Thornyhead rockfish 
Other rockfish 
Other fish 

Total 

Washington-Oregon-California 

Pacific whiting 
Jack mackerel 
Pacific ocean perch 
Other rockfish 
Sable fish 
Flatfish 
Other fish 

Total 

4.1 
16,475.5 

86.l 
8,412.4 

47,631.9 
12,696.2 

95.7 
9,223.3 

4.9 
1.0 

28.9 
1,044.0 

95,704.0 

15.9 
18.0 

74,282.1 
194.1 

1.0 
o.o 
3.0 
o.o 
o.o 

307.8 

74,821.9 

59,048.4 
0.3 

14.8 
779.7 

53.9 
5.7 

604.3 

60,507.1 

Percent 

T 
17.22 
0.09 
8.79 

49. 77 
13.27 
0.10 
9.64 
0.01 
T 
0.03 
1.09 

0.02 
0.02 

99.28 
0.26 
T 
o.oo 
T 
o.oo 
o.oo 
0.41 

97.59 
T 
0.02 
1.29 
0.09 
0.01 
1.00 

.!./ See text for explanation of the technique used to make the estimate of 
joint-venture catches. 

y Turbots include Greenland turbot, Reinhardtius hippoglossoides; arrowtooth 
flounder, Atheresthes stomias1 and Kamchatka flounder, A. evermanni. 

1f Ocean perch species includes Pacific ocean perch, sebastes alutus; northern 
rockfish, ~• polyspinis; rougheye· rockfish, ~• aleutianus1 shortraker 
rockfish, s. borealis; and sharpchin rockfish, s. zacentrus. 

!/ Groundfish-vessels were not allowed to retain Pacific herring in 1982. 
T = less than 0.005 percent. 




