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2012New Year’s Message from the President
 I would like to take this opportunity to deliver New Year 
Greetings and extend my best wishes for a productive New Year to 
all NPAFC colleagues and fellow officers.  I was greatly honoured 
to assume the presidency at the close of the 19th Annual Meeting 
last October in Nanaimo, Canada, in a place that is famous among 
salmon scientists.  I look forward to working with all of you over 
the next two years.
 While attending the last Annual Meeting, I witnessed the 
Commission’s balanced efforts in the areas of enforcement and 
scientific research, and the high level of cooperation existing 
among the member states.  Over the last year, our Commission 
received several recommendations and proposals for improvement 
from the performance review.  In our deliberations, we have 
reached a consensus on many important questions.  I look forward 
to 2012 as an excellent opportunity for our organization to move 
forward on several important issues.
 We see that our joint enforcement efforts have successfully 
deterred Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing 
activity.  The Committee on Enforcement (ENFO) had a planning 
meeting before the driftnet season, which assisted in timely 
exchange of information regarding patrol efforts and sightings of 
suspicious fishing activity.  I wish the ENFO every success at their 
upcoming Enforcement Evaluation and Coordination Meeting 
(EECM) next spring in Jeju, Korea.
 Recent catches of Pacific salmon remain at historic high 
levels.  The total commercial catch in 2010 by all producing 
countries was nearly one million tons, mostly composed of pink 

and chum salmon.  Immediately after the last Annual Meeting, the 
Commission hosted a scientific workshop, “Explanations for the 
High Abundance of Pink and Chum Salmon and Future Trends”, 
to provide a forum for salmon specialists to discuss the conditions 
enabling the increase in salmon biomass in the North Pacific (see 
article, this issue).  Scientific evidence suggests that during the 
past several decades significant variations in marine production 
of Asian and North American salmon populations may be linked 
to climate change.  I hope scientists will take the opportunity to 
participate in the upcoming international symposium, “Effects 
of Climate Change on the World’s Oceans”, next May in Yeosu, 
Korea, to discuss projected climate change impacts on marine 
ecosystems.  
 The Committee on Finance and Administration discussed 
current and projected financial budgets and recommended to 
initiate the call for applications for the next Executive Director 
and posting of the Commission’s performance review and action 
plan on the NPAFC website (see http://www.npafc.org).  
 I thank Russia for the offer to host the 20th Annual Meeting 
and look forward to seeing you all in St. Petersburg, Russia, in 
October 2012.  In closing, I warmly send my best wishes to you 
and your families for the New Year.  I hope 2012 will be successful 
for salmon and for us.  Happy New Year!

Vladimir Belyaev graduated from Perm 
State University and received his PhD at the 
Pacific Research Institute of Fisheries and 
Oceanography (TINRO) in Vladivostok.  He was 
director of the Khabarovsk branch of TINRO and 
then held several positions in Moscow including 
Department Director of Ecological Expertise at the 
Ministry of Natural Resources, Deputy Director 
of “Losiny Ostrov” National Park, and Deputy 
Director of the Interdepartmental Ichthyological 
Commission.  Until recently, Vladimir was the 
Department Director of Science and Education, 
Fisheries Agency of Russia (FAR), and Deputy 

Director for Russian activities related to the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species (CITES).  Currently, he is the Representative 
of FAR in Denmark, a Counsellor of the Russian Embassy.  In addition 
to Vladimir’s role as President of NPAFC, he represents the Russian 
Federation on numerous bilateral fisheries commissions.  His scientific 
interests include biology of pelagic fish, salmon, and sturgeon; marine 
ecosystems; protection of freshwater and marine waters; and fisheries 
economics.  

Vladimir Belyaev
NPAFC President

http://www.npafc.org
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NPAFC 19th ANNUAL MEETING
VANCOUVER ISLAND CONFERENCE CENTRE, NANAIMO, B.C., CANADA 

October 23-28, 2011

Member countries of the NPAFC, including Canada, Japan, Republic of Korea, Russia, and the 
United States, met for the Nineteenth Annual Meeting in Nanaimo, B.C., Canada on October 
23-28, 2011.  The meeting was chaired by Dr. James Balsiger, President of the NPAFC.

Richard Beamish (Dick; left) and Katherine 
Myers (Kate; center) were presented with gifts 
from the Commission by its President James 
Balsiger (right) at the 2011 Annual Meeting.  
Both recently retired, Kate and Dick were 
recognized for their long-term commitment 
and contributions to the scientific activities of 
NPAFC.  

NPAFC Secretariat photo

NPAFC officers, representatives, and chairpersons at the 
NPAFC 19th Annual Meeting.
(Top row from left to right) Jae Min Baek, Mark Saunders, 
Richard Beamish, Alexey Monakhov, Roland Maw, Katsuma 
Hanafusa, Vladimir Fedorenko, Valery Chiklinenkov, Gary Smith, 
Gerry Kristianson, Shingo Kurohagi, Jun Imamura, Jeongseok 
Park.  (Bottom row from left to right) Young Gi Park, Nancy 
Davis, Michael Pearson, James Balsiger, Vladimir Belyaev, 
Junichiro Okamoto, Doug Mecum, Jin Yeong Kim

1st Plenary Session of the 19th Annual Meeting NPAFC Secretariat photo

NPAFC Secretariat photo
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F&A
Reports at the Annual Meeting on Finance and Administration

The NPAFC’s Committee on Finance and 
Administration, referred to as “F&A,” oversees 
the management of the Commission and makes 
recommendations as needed.  At the 2011 Annual 
Meeting, in addition to reviewing and approving 
a new budget, for example, F&A advised on the 
hiring procedure of a new Executive Director and 
recommended a new meeting schedule.

 Historically, NPAFC has held its annual meetings 
in the fall.  As F&A has considered ways to operate 
more efficiently, it has looked at the meetings of the 
Commission and its committees, as they are a significant 
portion of the budget.  In particular, we have looked at 
whether any meetings could be conducted “virtually” 
and whether any meetings now held separately could 
be combined.  

 Out of this discussion, which has taken place 
over the last two years, F&A has recommended a new 
system, in which all of the meeting activities of the 
Commission will take place in the spring of the year.  
The enforcement meetings will be held independently 
of the others in late winter/early spring because that 
is the timeframe necessary to coordinate the year’s 
enforcement plan.  The two scientific meetings will be 
combined and held in conjunction with the new time of 
the Annual Meeting in spring.  There will be a gradual 
transition to this system that will come fully into being 
in 2014.  

 This approach will bring several benefits.  
Combining the major committee meetings should 
enhance their effectiveness.  Costs of travel for NPAFC 
Secretariat staff, interpreters, and for the delegations 
themselves will be less.  Research data collected 
from the previous high-seas research season can be 
assimilated and presented at the subsequent meeting 
of Committee on Scientific Research and Statistics 
(CSRS).  Scheduling conflicts among various regional 
fisheries management organizations (RFMOs) during 
the fall period will be reduced.  

On another important topic, F&A, in conjunction 
with the heads of delegation, adopted a procedure 
and timetable to recruit and select a new Executive 
Director.  In fact, applications are now being accepted.  
More information is available at the NPAFC website, 
www.npafc.org.  (See announcement for applications, 
this issue.) 

F&A in session at the 19th Annual MeetingNPAFC Secretariat photo

Schedule for Transitioning from  
Fall to Spring Meetings

•	 2012 March Enforcement Evaluation and 
Coordination Meeting (EECM) in Korea 

•	 2012 April/May Research Planning and 
Coordinating Meeting (RPCM; virtual) 

•	 2012 October Annual Meeting in Russia 

•	 2013 March Enforcement Committee 
(ENFO)/EECM (in a combined form) in 
Canada 

•	 2013 April (pending) CSRS/RPCM (in a 
combined form; time and place to be 
decided) 

•	 2013 October Annual Meeting (virtual) 

•	 2014 March EECM/ENFO (in a 
combined form) in Japan 

•	 2014 May Annual Meeting with 
combined CSRS/RPCM in the  
United States

http://www.npafc.org
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Gary T. Smith has a long interest in fisheries 
conservation.  He serves on the boards of 
Long Live the Kings, a salmon conservation 
non-governmental organization, and the 
Seattle Aquarium Society.  Among other 
accomplishments, Gary helped design the 
successful hatchery reform program, launched 
in 2000, to scientifically evaluate the 200 
anadromous fish hatchery programs in western 
Washington’s 100 state and tribal hatcheries.  
He also helped the Washington Department of 
Fish & Wildlife develop its 21st Century Salmon 

and Steelhead Initiative to meet its responsibilities in recovering salmon 
and steelhead and provide sustainable fisheries.  Gary is a partner in 
Smith & Stark, a public affairs consulting firm in Seattle.  He also has 
served as Director of Policy and Communications in Washington, D.C. 
for one of Washington State’s U.S. Senators and has held positions in 
state and local government and the private sector.

The deadline for receipt of applications is June 1, 2012.  
The member countries will form a Selection Committee to 
review the applicants and recommend finalists.  Then at the 
2012 Annual Meeting, the Committee will interview finalists 
and the Commission will choose the new Executive Director.

Another recent focus of F&A has been the NPAFC 
performance review.  The F&A was instrumental in urging 
the Commission to undertake the review promptly.  When 
the review was delivered, F&A advised on organizing the 
Commission’s consideration of its recommendations.  Some 
of the recommendations, of course, dealt with subjects directly 
germane to F&A.  Prior to 2011 Annual Meeting, then F&A 
Chairperson, Gerry Kristianson, performed a great service by 
eliciting input from the members on the F&A-related topics and 
preparing the committee’s report for the “List of Action on the 
Prioritized Recommendations from the Performance Review 
Report.”  Some issues needed to be carried over for deeper 
consideration at the 2011 F&A meeting.  Among them were the 
following:

•	 The committee has recommended creation of a 
Publication Policy working group, managed by the 
Deputy Director, to ensure that the various Commission 
publications are produced so as to take full advantage 
of electronic and online publishing. 

•	 The Performance Review Panel recommended 
the Commission engage professional assistance to 
evaluate how the Commission can ensure maximum 
public relations gains. The committee concurred with 
the objective but asked me to perform this role instead 
because I deal in such matters professionally.  I will be 
pleased to provide this service at no cost.

•	 The committee has recommended shortening the time for 
consideration of requests for observers at Commission 
meetings.

For full information on the Commission’s List of Actions, the 
complete list is available at the NPAFC website:  http://www.
npafc.org/new/about_prr.html.

I look forward to making progress on initiatives in the coming 
months as F&A moves to implement these decisions.

Gary Smith
F&A Chairperson

NPAFC Representative of the United States

The Commission is now seeking applications for the next NPAFC Executive 
Director.  The expected starting date for the new Director will be July 1, 2013.  
The position’s term is four years subject to the possibility of one additional term 
by mutual agreement between the Director and the Commission. 

The Executive Director provides direction and leadership to the Secretariat 
towards achieving the Commission’s goals and is responsible for managing 
the Commission’s office and funds, conducting business on behalf of the 
Commission, arranging meetings, preparing budgets and forecasts, recording 
proceedings and decisions, handling correspondence, preparing annual reports, 
and appointing staff.  The Director is responsible for implementing decisions and 
recommendations of the Commission.  A complete description of the position, 
salary and benefits, qualifications and essential experience, and application 
procedures is available at the NPAFC website (see http://www.npafc.org).  

The deadline for receipt of applications is June 1, 2012.  

Position oPen for the next 
nPAfC exeCutive DireCtor

http://www.npafc.org/new/about_prr.html
http://www.npafc.org/new/about_prr.html
http://www.npafc.org
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The objective of the Committee on Enforcement 
(ENFO) is coordination of activities to detect and 
deter illegal, unregulated, and unreported (IUU) 
fishing activities in the North Pacific Convention 
Area (see www.npafc.org).  Compliance 
monitoring along with effective and efficient 
information exchange on IUU fishing activities 
is accomplished by member countries observing 
activities in the Convention Area using space, air, 
and sea-surface patrols.

The 2011 ENFO meeting was held during the 
19th Annual Meeting on October 24-25, 2011.  The 
meeting was attended by member countries of the 
Commission.  High-seas enforcement activities 
in 2011 and other organizational matters were 
discussed. 

Korea reported that the Bellatrix, currently 
known as the Esteban and previously involved 
in IUU salmon transshipment activity in 2010, 
conducted another port call to Busan in December 
2010.  Korean port inspection found fish product 
onboard, but no salmon.  In cooperation with 
other agencies, the Ministry for Food, Agriculture, 
Forestry, and Fisheries (MIFAFF) is currently 
creating multilingual inspection questionnaires and 
standardized inspection procedures for salmon and 
non-anadromous species.

Japan reported that 98 patrol-hours were 
conducted by the Fisheries Agency of Japan 
(FAJ) and Japan Coast Guard (JCG) using aircraft 

between May and October.  The FAJ patrol vessels 
could not be deployed as they suffered damage 
from the Great Japan Earthquake and Tsunami in 
March 2011. 

Russia reported that 97 patrol-hours were 
conducted by aircraft between May and October in 
the Convention Area.  The Federal Security Service 
(FSS) conducted 30 patrol-days in the Convention 
Area using ships of the Northeast Border Guard 
and the Sakhalin Border Guard Directorates.  
Russian patrols have observed the number of 
vessels suspected of being falsely Cambodian-
flagged was increasing and communicated this 
concern with the Government of Cambodia, who 
agreed to conduct investigations of these vessels 
when notified by Russian authorities.

The United States reported her Coast Guard 
(USCG) conducted 150 aircraft patrol-hours (103 
in the Convention Area), and the USCG cutter 
Munro conducted 100 patrol days (approximately 
42 in the Convention Area).   Munro’s enforcement 
patrol included ship riders from the Peoples’ 
Republic of China Fisheries Law Enforcement 
Command and the ship conducted numerous port 
calls in Yokosuka, Japan.  Munro worked directly 
with the JCG Gulf V aircraft and was also supported 
by the Canadian Department of National Defense 
(DND), the Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
(DFO), and the Russian Border Guard.  Improved 
cooperation and communication with the Taiwan 
Coast Guard was also reported.  

ENFO in session at the 19th Annual Meeting  NPAFC Secretariat photo

ENFO
Reports at the Annual Meeting on Enforcement Activities
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Canada established an operational command center at the 
USCG District 17 in Juneau, Alaska, where three Canadian 
liaison officers were deployed to assist with patrol coordination.  
Aircraft patrols were conducted for a total of 31 hours.  The 
aircraft patrolled at approximately 4500 meters and searched 
for non-Automated Information Systems (AIS) targets up to 
91 meters in length.  Digital photographs were taken of vessels 
located during patrols.  Canada’s satellite Radarsat 2 collected 
many useful images for analysis and the satellite also supported 
USCG patrols.  To supplement its two existing satellites, the 
Canada Space Agency plans to launch a new generation satellite, 
Radarsat Constellation, sometime between 2014 and 2015.

On August 31, agents aboard FAJ patrol flights sighted two 
HSDN vessels, Bangun Perkasa, and Shun Li No. 6, fishing 
for squid and sharks in the Convention Area and passed this 
information to Munro, which started patrolling to the last known 
position of these fishing vessels.  On September 7, Munro’s 
helicopter relocated both fishing vessels and while Munro 
intercepted the Bangun Perkasa, the Shun Li No. 6 fled the 
fishing grounds.  The USCG discovered the Bangun Perkasa 
was stateless and seized it in violation of US domestic law 
prohibiting large-scale pelagic driftnet fishing and escorted 
the vessel to Dutch Harbor, Alaska.  NOAA Office of Law 
Enforcement conducted interviews with the vessel’s crew and 
it expects to gain significant information from these interviews.  
The United States will provide updated information to the other 
members at the 2012 Enforcement Evaluation and Coordination 
Meeting (EECM). 

Apart from enforcement activities, several other committee 
matters were discussed at the ENFO meeting.  The ENFO 
members agreed to set a timeframe to finalize items on the 
List of Actions on the Prioritized Recommendations from the 
Performance Review Report.  Efforts to draft listing procedures 
for NPAFC IUU vessels that will harmonize procedures with 
other international organizations will be continued.  All members 
recognized the usefulness of the bi-weekly conference calls and 
the Integrated Information System (IIS) database to exchange 
timely enforcement and sighting information.  Canada hosted the 
bi-weekly conference calls in 2011and the United States offered 
to host them in 2012.  The 2012 EECM and an enforcement 
workshop, “Procedures of Interception and Seizure of Vessels of 
Interest on the High-Seas,” will be held on March 27-29 in Jeju 
Island, Korea.

Jeongseok Park
ENFO Chairperson

NPAFC Representative of Korea

Jeongseok Park was born 
and raised in Busan, Korea, 
where he lived for almost 
30 years while obtaining his 
BSc and MSc, and finished 
the coursework to obtain a 
PhD in Fisheries Resources 
Economics from Pukyong 
National University.  His 

areas of interest include bio-economics of fisheries 
management; quota allocation schemes; and 
fisheries monitoring, control and surveillance issues.  
In 2006 Jeongseok joined the International Fisheries 
Organization Division of the Ministry for Food, 
Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries (MIFAFF) as 
Assistant Director.  In addition to this participation 
at NPAFC, he represents the Republic of Korea at 
many regional fisheries management organizations 
including International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas, Indian Ocean Tuna 
Commission, International Whaling Commission, 
and North Pacific Fisheries Commission, which is 
currently in the process of coming into existence.  
Recently, Jeongseok has taken on added 
responsibility as a Fisheries Negotiator.  Jeongseok 
particularly enjoys the opportunity provided by his 
career in international fisheries management to work 
with colleagues from other countries. 

ENFO in session at the 19th Annual MeetingNPAFC Secretariat photo
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The NPAFC’s Committee on Enforcement provides a forum for planning and coordination of 
international cooperation and timely information exchange in support of high-seas patrolling activities and 
port inspections by member nations.  The threat of illegal high seas fishing activities requires member 
countries to remain vigilant in improving monitoring and enforcement efforts in the North Pacific.

Last summer, attentive agents on a Fisheries Agency of Japan (FAJ) patrol aircraft observed the fishing 
vessel Bangun Perkasa using driftnets on the high seas and notified the US Coast Guard (USCG) of the 
sighting.  The USCG intercepted the vessel, and ascertained it was a stateless vessel conducting large-scale 
(driftnet longer than 2.5 km) driftnet fishing in violation of international moratoria and US domestic law.  
They then escorted the vessel and crew to Dutch Harbor, Alaska.  In Dutch Harbor the vessel and crew were 
turned over to NOAA’s Office of Law Enforcement (NOAA OLE) for investigation.  No salmon was found 
in the catch.  The following is a timeline of these events compiled from agency press releases, official blogs, 
and media reports.

Close InternatIonal CooperatIon: 
seIzure of DrIftnet VIolator In ConVentIon Waters

North Pacific Ocean—The crew of the fishing vessel Bangun 

Perkasa tend their fishing nets prior to a US Coast Guard law 

enforcement boarding conducted by the Kodiak-based Coast 

Guard Cutter Munro Sept. 7, 2011.   US Coast Guard photo

Aug. 31, 2011:  Persons on board a FAJ maritime patrol 
aircraft observe the fishing vessel Bangun Perkasa using 
a driftnet on the high seas and contact USCG to report 
the sighting (USCG press release).  

Sept. 7, 2011: The Kodiak-based USCG Cutter Munro 
arrives on scene, launches its MH-65 Dolphin helicopter, 
and locates the Bangun Perkasa with 22 fishermen 
aboard, approximately 2,600 miles southwest of Kodiak, 
AK.  The USCG observes the crew of the Bangun 
Perkasa fishing using an illegal driftnet exceeding 
4 km in length.  Once the helicopter flying above them is 
spotted, the Bangun Perkasa crew abandons their fishing 
nets and attempts to leave the area (NOAA OLE press 
release).

Sept. 8, 2011:  The Munro’s crew boards the fishing 
vessel Bangun Perkasa.  The boarding team determines 
the fishing vessel had more than 16 km of driftnet, 30 
tons of squid, and approximately 30 shark carcasses on 
board (NOAA OLE press release).  Based on original 
information from the ship’s officers, the vessel is thought 
to be registered in Indonesia.  Later, the Government of 
Indonesia denies the master’s claim of ship registry.
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North Pacific Ocean—The Coast Guard Cutter Munro monitors 

the fishing vessel Bangun Perkasa Sept. 9, 2011.  
US Coast Guard photo

Sept. 30, 2011:  USCG announces that, in 
cooperation with international partners, it has 
seized the Bangun Perkasa and her crew, which 
were operating without valid flag state registration 
and suspected of large-scale illegal high-seas 
driftnet fishing in the North Pacific Ocean.  The 
cutter retrieved the abandoned net and begins the 
lengthy escort of the Bangun Perkasa towards 
Dutch Harbor, Alaska.  Because the fishing 
vessel was determined to be stateless, it cannot be 
returned to its home port to be prosecuted by local 
authorities (NOAA OLE press release).  

Oct. 3, 2011:  All 22 crew members of Bangun 
Perkasa are brought to shore and sent to 
Anchorage for interviews with NOAA OLE 
and customs officers before being returned to 
their home countries (Unalaska Community 
Broadcasting).  It is unlikely charges will be filed 
against the crew, but the Taiwanese captain will 
be returned to his country to face local Taiwanese 
legal actions (KTUU.com).

 Oct. 6, 2011:  A private company is awarded a 
contract to make necessary repairs to maintain 
the refrigeration systems to keep the catch from 
spoiling, and to ensure the Bangun Perkasa is in 
compliance with US state and federal laws before 
being brought to Dutch Harbor (Alaska Native 
News).  

Oct. 15, 2011:  The USCG transfers possession 
of Bangun Perkasa to NOAA’s OLE (NOAA 
OLE press release).  

Epilogue  

The Court granted the sale of the frozen catch of the 
Bangun Perkasa.  It was determined the catch comprised 
approximately 55 tons of squid, 54 shark 1 mahi-mahi, 
1 bonita tuna, and 300 kg of small unidentified fish (US 
District Court Order).  Genetic samples of shark were 
collected to determine the species before the catch was 
auctioned.  Later, the squid catch was sold for bait and 
the shark catch sold for production of fish feed (Unalaska 
Community Broadcasting).  The legal process needs to 
run its course before any decision regarding forfeiture of 
the vessel can be made (NOAA OLE press release). 

Coast Guard reported the Bangun Perkasa’s mascot 
dog began a new life with a member of Munro’s crew.  
The 17th Coast Guard District’s official blog describes 
the story of Dog Lai Wong (an auspicious Chinese name 
meaning fortune bringer).  Lai Wong appears to be a 
German shepard and Welsh corgi mix, and he was adopted 
by a member of Munro’s crew at the request of the dog’s 
owner, the Bangun Perkasa’s Chief Engineer.  When Lai 
Wong came aboard Munro, the crew gave him a thorough 
bath and he was declared to be healthy and happy by a 
veterinarian.  According to the Coast Guard blog, “Lai 
Wong is very friendly and loves any attention he receives 
from the crew.  He spends most of his time patrolling the 
ship’s helicopter hanger or law enforcement vestibule.  
When in port he stands a vigilant quarterdeck watch and 
greets all who cross the cutter’s bow.  He responds well 
to some hand signals, but doesn’t understand English.”  

Compiled by Nancy Davis
NPAFC Secretariat

Bangun Perkasa approaches its driftnet on Sept. 7, 2011. 
US Coast Guard photo



January 2012  |  NPAFC Newsletter No. 31  |  page 9

CSRS
Reflections on the CSRS Meeting and the Year Ahead

CSRS in session at the 19th Annual Meeting

NPAFC Secretariat photo

In addition to the locale, the meeting differed 
from previous years in several ways.  First of all, an 
additional meeting day was added to facilitate more 
in-depth scientific discussion.  Secondly, (outgoing) 
Chairperson, Jin Yeong Kim and NPAFC Deputy 
Director, Nancy Davis, restructured the agenda to have 
discussion of the 42 submitted papers by research topic 
rather than by country.  The result was one of the most 
effective and stimulating scientific meetings that many 
participants could recall.  This approach builds on one 
of the key strengths of NPAFC and that is to facilitate 
understanding of underlying mechanisms affecting 
the North Pacific through comparative study of 
populations and related ecosystem traits.  This theme 
was further developed in the successful workshop 
held after the Annual Meeting that examined factors 

As the incoming Chairperson of the Committee on 
Scientific Research and Statistics (CSRS), I would 
like to take the opportunity to reflect on the recent 
annual meeting and share some of my thoughts on the 
upcoming year.

The CSRS met on October 23-27, 2011, during 
the 19th Annual Meeting.  There were 23 participants 
from five member countries.  Staff from the Pacific 
Biological Station was able to provide local support for 
the NPAFC Annual Meeting, which was conducted at 
the recently completed Vancouver Island Conference 
Centre in Nanaimo.  It was with pride and pleasure that 
we were able to share our west coast locale. 

affecting the abundance of pink and chum salmon in 
the North Pacific.  (See article, this issue)

A number of examples of comparative work 
came out in the review of research.  Coastal surveys 
of juvenile salmon distribution and abundance using 
comparable survey methods are conducted by Japan, 
Russia, the United States, and Canada.  These studies 
are demonstrating linkages to changing climate/ocean 
conditions, such as the increased production of Bristol 
Bay sockeye salmon that is associated with warm 
ocean conditions in the Bering Sea.  Interestingly, all 
member countries conducting pelagic trawl surveys 
are beginning to collect concurrent hydroacoustic data 
to assess distribution and abundance of plankton and 
associated fish.  These approaches will augment the 
understanding of pelagic ecosystems.  

Russia and Japan provided very interesting 
summaries of stock assessment (escapement) 
monitoring by area.  It would be of substantial benefit 
to have similar summaries for the full North Pacific 
rim.  Russia, Japan, and the United States provided 
numerous examples of marine survey indices that are 
used in forecasting returns of pink and chum salmon.  
Russia and Canada provided informative papers 
with comparisons of productivity across multiple 
populations.  This type of analysis is one that CSRS 
could potentially consider conducting across all 
member countries.

I am very much looking forward to working with 
the CSRS members over the next several years as we 
face what I know will be a time of unprecedented 
change, challenge, and opportunity.  In addition to 
our usual identified workplan activities for this year, 
I will be working very closely with Commission staff, 
in particular the Deputy Director, the CSRS Points 
of Contact from each country, and Working Group 
Chairpersons on a number of activities related to the 
implementation of the List of Actions identified in the 
Performance Review and agreed to by the CSRS.  
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Mark Saunders
CSRS Chairperson

Mark Saunders manages 
the Salmon and Freshwater 
Ecosystems Division for Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada at the Pacific 
Biological Station in Nanaimo, 
B.C.  The Division includes 
staff working on salmon stock 
assessment, freshwater habitat, 
molecular genetics, fish health, 
and marine ecology.  The first half 
of his 30-year career focused on 

stock assessment and research of marine fish including 
Pacific hake, pollock, sablefish, and spiny dogfish.  The 
second half of his career included work on hydroacoustic 
surveys and fisheries oceanography of the California 
Current system.  In 2003 Mark took on an assignment 
working on development and implementation of 
Canada’s Wild Salmon Policy and then returned to his 
current position in 2009.  He lives in the small town of 
Chemainus, Vancouver Island, where he lives with his 
wife, two daughters, and a large and slightly neurotic 
white dog.  Mark’s hobbies include kayaking, cycling, 
skiing, and running the local soccer club.  

Plenary Session at the 19th Annual Meeting NPAFC Secretariat photo

One of the most significant is the requirement to review the 
terms of reference for the CSRS and its working groups.  I see 
this as a timely opportunity for us to reflect on how we conduct 
our business.  It is important that we are very clear in terms of 
the objectives of the CSRS and that we are also clear in reporting 
progress against those objectives.  Incoming President Vladimir 
Belyaev reinforced this point in his remarks.  We made good 
progress this year in structuring our agenda to reflect the Science 
Plan themes, but I believe we can improve our synthesis and 
reporting of results.  When we reflect on the needs of the current 
Science Plan themes we may determine that the roles of existing 
working groups might change and that there may be a need for new 
working groups.

Making progress between annual meetings without face-to-
face meetings is certainly a challenge.  While we have demonstrated 
that email will work in some cases, such as last year’s Research 
Planning and Coordinating Meeting, I will be exploring with the 
Secretariat the potential of web meetings and shared collaborative 
sites to conduct our work.  I believe that frequent but short web 
meetings/video conferences coupled with a shared collaborative 
web site may be viable. 

I would like to close with a number of acknowledgements.  
I want to thank Jin Yeong Kim for her leadership and strong 
contribution to the CSRS.  Thank you to the outgoing workgroup 
chairpersons, Lisa Seeb, Ron Josephson, Masa-aki Fukuwaka, 
and Dick Beamish and to the incoming workgroup chairpersons 
Shigehiko Urawa, Dion Oxman, and Jeff Guyon.  Thank you as 
well to the Secretariat staff and to our meeting interpreters.  We all 
bid a fond farewell to Dick Beamish from Canada and Kate Myers 
from the United States, both of whom have provided outstanding 
leadership and camaraderie throughout their long association with 
the NPAFC.  We certainly expect to continue to see and hear from 
them both long into the future.
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Scientists Met to Seek Explanations for 
High Abundances of Pink and Chum Salmon

Dick Beamish was born in Toronto and 
graduated with a PhD from University of 
Toronto.  In 2011 he retired from the Pacific 
Biological Station (PBS) in Nanaimo.  While at 
PBS, Dick was Head of the Groundfish Section 
(1977-1979) and the Station Director (1980-
1992).  He is a Fellow of the Royal Society 
of Canada and is the first foreign scientist 
named as an honorary member of the Pacific 
Research Fisheries Center (TINRO-Center) 
in Vladivostok.  Dick received the Order of 
Canada and the Order of British Columbia for 
his scientific achievements.  He is an Editor 

for Transactions of the American Fisheries Society, Professor at 
Vancouver Island University, and a member of numerous scientific 
panels and management boards.  Dick’s research interests include 
climate regimes and variation, effects of climate on fish populations, 
and taxonomy.  In retirement, Dick continues at PBS as an Emeritus 
Scientist.

Question and answer session at the Workshop
NPAFC Secretariat photo

Poster session at the Workshop

NPAFC Secretariat photo

The NPAFC convened a meeting of experts in 
Nanaimo, BC, on October 30-31, 2011, “Explanations 
for the High Abundance of Pink and Chum Salmon 
and Future Trends”, to discuss explanations for 
current and future abundance trends of pink and chum 
salmon.  The conference was managed as a workshop 
to encourage discussion and speculation.  It was clear 
that the total catches of Pacific salmon were at historic 
high levels and that the high productivity of pink and 
chum salmon was the major reason for the record high 
catches.  What was not understood were the reasons for 
the increased abundances.  Understanding the reasons 
is critical to integrating conservation objectives with 
economic opportunities.  An effective workshop needed 
participants from all Pacific salmon producing countries 
as well as experts who had published and puzzled over 
the mechanisms that regulate the abundances of pink 
and chum salmon.  Seven organizations (Bering Sea 
Fisherman’s Association, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 
PICES, North Pacific Research Board, Pacific Fisheries 
Research Conservation Council, Pacific Salmon 
Foundation, and State of the Salmon) provided funds 
that allowed organizers to invite 13 experts.  Experts 
shared ideas and identified new research opportunities.  
Participants improved their understanding of the factors 
that control pink and chum abundances.  Equally 
important, was what was not understood.  We still do 
not know why the abundances are increasing and it is 
relevant that after over 100 years of research on salmon 
we are struggling to sort out the fundamental mechanisms 
regulating Pacific salmon productivity.  I think that 
we now realize that the more we integrate all Pacific 
salmon research, the faster we are going to solve these 
basic questions.  Answers will improve the accuracy 
of our expectations and this will maximize economic 
opportunities in a management structure that conforms 
to international standards of stewardship.  I think that 
participants, sponsors, delegates, and governments 
should take satisfaction for bringing experts together in 
a manner that allowed participants to be part of a family 
of researchers.  I think that we are close to identifying 
the basic processes that regulate all Pacific salmon 
populations.  I think that the more we work together as 
a family of researchers, the faster we will solve the key 
questions. 

Dick Beamish 
Emeritus Scientist 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
Pacific Biological Station, Nanaimo, BC, CANADA 

 Carving and Photo by D. Beamish



page 12  |  NPAFC Newsletter No. 31  |  January 2012

 Let me start by thanking Dick Beamish and Nancy 
Davis for inviting me to participate in this workshop.  I am 
humbled to be asked to summarize this great collection of 
papers and presentations by the world’s leading experts on 
Pacific salmon.  It’s a daunting task, and I’m likely to miss 
many important points, but let me offer a few comments 
anyway. 
 
The Workshop is on “Explanations for the High Abundance 
of Pink and Chum Salmon and Future Trends.”  Our very 
first speaker presents a reasonable explanation for the 
current high abundance of both pink and chum salmon that 
we are seeing in North America and also on the western side 
of the North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea.  To be really 
successful, a cohort needs both good conditions for near 
shore early growth and survival, and good winter feeding 
conditions.  Dick Beamish noted that Bill Ricker himself 
fifty years ago had pointed out the futility of looking for that 
single unique cause that was a universal driver of salmon 
cohort success.  Rather we were instructed to look for the 
cause or causes that were affecting (maybe differently) each 
individual stock.  
 
 Dick Beamish had an interesting thought that perhaps 
pink salmon have a different energy strategy than other 
salmon species in that they use the energy they consume 
in the juvenile stages near shore to grow at the expense of 
storing energy for overwintering.  I find this quite intriguing 
and note that he was among the presenters who gave us 
some idea of something new we might examine to increase 
our ability to predict future trends.  

 He also suggested that a possible venue for advancing 
the science would be for the scientific community to have 
an International Year of the Salmon and I would suggest that 
is worthy of consideration by the salmon user community.

 I want to contrast the 
attention to tiny detail, every 
area is different, each stock 
has its own special need, 
with the idea brought up in 
several papers that basin-
wide inputs such as regime 
shifts, or maybe even global-
wide inputs such as global 
climate change might over 
a time scale of decades 
overwhelm the micro-
ecosystem effects of the 
near shore juvenile rearing 
area.   Kentaro Morita and 
other presenters noted that 
warming climate or increasing temperatures in a relatively 
long term warming cycle may have differential negative 
impacts on those species that spend more of their life history 
in fresh water.  While it is difficult for us to accept a time 
will come when cold water will be unavailable to salmon in 
the ocean, it is easier to imagine that some salmon rearing 
rivers and lakes will lose cold water salmon habitat.  Thus, 
those species, like coho and Chinook, with a relatively 
long fresh water stage may not do as well during warming 
trends as those species that have a relatively short fresh 
water stage, such as pink and chum salmon.  And, while 
this workshop is for pink and chum, I think that research 
designed at monitoring fresh water success is necessary.  
Smolt production estimates are difficult and expensive, and 
so have often been discontinued.  Technology may provide 
some innovative ways to monitor out-migrants. I suggest 
that this is a fruitful area for research.

Wrap-up Presentation Given at the Conclusion of the Workshop

Oral presentation at the Workshop  NPAFC Secretariat photo

NPAFC Secretariat photo

by James Balsiger 
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 Throughout the two days of the workshop, density 
dependency, or competition for food, or carrying 
capacity arose in many papers.  The topic is treated rather 
gingerly in this polite collection of scientists.  With six 
species of salmon, hundreds of wild stocks, and hundreds 
of hatcheries with nearly as many production protocols 
dictating time of release, size of release, and volume 
of release, it is very difficult to produce the definitive 
study on this question.  One presenter even suggested 
that migration routes may be different dependent on 
the density of other stocks in what might be called the 
“normal” foraging area.  Do the chums really leave the 
Bering Sea if pinks show up in great abundance?  We saw 
numerous papers here correlating growth and survival 
of one species with the abundance of some segment of 
some other species.  The confounding circumstance that 
arises from the great variation in stocks on the commons 
has prevented a conclusion on whether there is likely an 
over-all expectation of decreased productivity in any run 
due to enhanced productivity of some other run.  

 Part of the answer here lies in the ability to identify 
the hatchery or stream of origin of salmonids obtained 
by research vessels or observers aboard commercial 
vessels.  Much work has been completed on this, but the 
expansion of base lines and the development of more 
precision in identification of stocks are important.  I 
am particularly intrigued by the idea of parental based 
tagging brought up by Bill Templin.  Using parent stock 
genome characteristics to identify offspring results in 
potentially free tag placement (but not, of course, tag 
reading).  A better understanding of spatial distribution 
seems key to answering the density dependent growth 
and survival questions.  It also would allow a slightly 
different line of inquiry into examination of interaction 
with other species (groundfish) and, don’t say this out 
loud, interaction with other fisheries.

Suam Kim suggested that we have enough indication 
of changes in productivity that it is incumbent on the 
scientific community to seek an audience with policy and 
managerial types.  I looked around the audience to see 
who those people might be and I suppose I am the only 
one that is so identified here, so maybe the message is for 
me.  Randall Peterman went even further to suggest that 
we needed a new construct for international cooperation.  
I note that some in the audience warned of the potential 
downside of dealing with policy and mangers while there 
is still much uncertainty around the effects of climate 
change, or while there is still much uncertainty about a 
finite reachable carrying capacity.  I would recommend 
that consideration be given to finding a way to begin a 
non-threatening dialogue with the managers towards the 
idea that strategic planning and strategic preparedness 
is a good thing.  Policy types run models as well as the 
population scientists and for the same reasons.  They 
allow the exploration of scenarios that might exist, or 
might never exist, or at all costs should be avoided.  And 
without any suggestion for research, I would note that it is 
usually easier for managers to discuss allocations in time 
of good stock production, rather than when those stocks 
are in decline.

 Vladimir Radchenko (I think–though my notes are 
often not very clear, and my memory is clearly suspect) 
had a clever cartoon of a Duracell battery as he noted “it’s 
all about the energy.”  Many of the presenters here had 
a focus on energy, and clearly that is the driver we are 
interested in.  It would be interesting to see if, and at what 
stage, animals exhibit a prey preference.  I know that if 
you use the wrong color hoochie, you aren’t going to catch 
a Chinook salmon.  So, at some stage a preference for prey 
can be made by salmon.  Laboratory experiments might 
shed light on whether or to what extent young fish can 
avoid low energy plankton, seek high energy plankton, or 
if they really just eat what they encounter.  

Poster session at the Workshop NPAFC Secretariat photo

NPAFC Secretariat photo
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In 2011, the Commission established the new NPAFC Award to recognize an 
individual or group for significant and sustained contributions in the areas of 
scientific research, enforcement, international cooperation, or management for the 
conservation of (one or more) anadromous salmon and steelhead stocks during the 
marine life history phase in the North Pacific Ocean.  

Nomination criteria and requirements are available at the NPAFC website (see 
http://www.npafc.org/new/index.html).  Only NPAFC-member countries can make 
a nomination and each year a maximum of one nomination is accepted from each 
country.  NPAFC members are encouraged to solicit candidates for nomination.  
If a winner is selected by the Award Committee, the 2012 NPAFC Award will be 
presented at the Commission’s Second Plenary of the 20th Annual Meeting in St. 
Petersburg, Russia. 

The closing date for nominations is June 8, 2012.

soliCiting nominAtions for the new nPAfC AwArD

James Balsiger received his PhD in 
Quantitative Ecology and Natural 
Resources Management from the 
University of Washington in Seattle.  He 
works at the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) where he has held many 
leadership roles including serving as 
Program Leader for the Status of Stocks 
Task within the Alaska Fisheries Science 
Center (AFSC).  Later he moved to the 
position of Deputy Science Director and 
then Regional Science and Research 

Director at the AFSC.  Since May 2000, he has served as the 
Regional Administrator for the Alaska Region in Juneau.  From 
2008-2010 he also served as the Acting Assistant Administrator 
for Fisheries and oversaw the management and conservation 
of marine fisheries and the protection of marine mammals, sea 
turtles, and coastal fisheries habitat with the US EEZ.  In 2002, 
Jim was awarded the Meritorious Award for sustained superior 
accomplishments throughout his career by President Bush.

Finally, based on Kishi-san’s presentation, I make 
a strong recommendation to eat salmon.

This is what I have.  

 Thanks again to Dick and Nancy and the 
organizing committee for the invitation to attend.  
Thanks to all the presenters for the mental stimulation.  
Thanks to the staff for arranging this fine, fine venue 
for this workshop.

James Balsiger
National Marine Fisheries Service
NPAFC Representative of the United States

NPAFC Secretariat photo

Oral and poster presentations given at the Workshop are 
available for viewing at http://www.npafc.org/new/events/
workshops/workshop2011/workshop_presentations.html

http://www.npafc.org/new/index.html
http://www.npafc.org/new/events/workshops/workshop2011/workshop_presentations.html
http://www.npafc.org/new/events/workshops/workshop2011/workshop_presentations.html
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CAsh rewArDs for high seAs sAlmon tAg returns

 The current collection of high-seas salmon tag recovery 
data is the result of more than 50 years of international 
cooperative research under the auspices of the INPFC 
(International North Pacific Fisheries Commission; our 
predecessor organization) and NPAFC.  Collecting tag 
recovery data identifies 
salmon stock-specific 
distribution and migration 
behaviour, with the goal 
of linking population 
dynamics with ecosystem 
structure and function.  In 
recent years, recoveries 
of data storage tags 
have provided unique 
opportunities to examine 
individual salmon 
behavioural responses to 
their ocean habitat.

 The Working Group 
on Salmon Tagging 
(WGST) was established 
in 2007 to coordinate high-seas tagging activities by 
NPAFC-member countries and to manage the INPFC-
NPAFC salmon tag and recovery databases.  To encourage 
the public to report high-seas tag recoveries, the WGST has 
conducted a series of drawings for cash rewards.  At the 
2011 Annual Meeting, a drawing was held for members 
of the public who returned high-seas tags in 2010 and 
2011.  The 69 entries included 59 salmon tag recoveries 
reported from Japan, eight from Russia, and two from the 
U.S.A..  The first prize (C$500) went to the Saru Fishery 
Cooperative Association, of Okkope, Japan.  Their tag was 
recovered from a fish tagged in June 2008 as an immature 
chum salmon in the central Bering Sea and recovered in 
October 2010 in a trap net on the Okhotsk Sea coast of 

Hokkaido.  The second prize (C$300) winner was Mr. Igor 
Udalov of Petropavlovsk-Kamchatskiy, Russia.  His tag 
was recovered from a maturing pink salmon tagged in the 
central Bering Sea in June 2009 and recovered 23 days 
later in the Karaginskiy Gulf of eastern Kamchatka.  Mr. 

Udalov reported that he was 
fishing a trap net and noticed 
high catches of pink salmon 
in the area.  During a one-
week period he reported 
recoveries of four high-seas 
tagged salmon.  Mr. Bill 
Dunlap from Yankeetown, 
Florida, USA, was the third 
prize (C$200) winner.  Mr. 
Dunlap recovered his tag 
from a maturing sockeye 
salmon tagged in the central 
Bering Sea in June 2010 
and recovered in a gillnet 
in Port Moller, Bristol Bay, 
Alaska, after 25 days at sea.

 The next tag reward drawing is planned for the 2014 
Annual Meeting.  Any member of the public who returns a 
NPAFC high-seas tag will be entered in the next drawing.  
For complete details, please see www.npafc.org/new/
science_fishtag.html.

Hiko Urawa
SSC and WGST Chairperson

Shigehiko (Hiko) Urawa is 
currently the Deputy Director 
of the Salmon Resources 
Division, Hokkaido National 
Fisheries Research Institute, 
of the Fisheries Research 
Agency (FRA) in Sapporo, 
Japan.  The primary purpose 
of Hiko’s research is the 
genetic conservation of 
salmon stocks in Japan.  
His field surveys include 

investigation of the stock identification of Pacific salmon in the ocean.  
Using genetic and otolith-marking techniques, his research has 
significantly contributed to identifying the distribution and migration 
route of Japan-origin chum salmon throughout their ocean life.  Hiko 
has been involved for many years in NPAFC-related science.  In 2011 
he was selected as the Chairperson of the Working Group on Salmon 
Tagging and became the Chairperson of the Science Sub-Committee 
(SSC).  Hiko was the NPAFC Deputy Director from 2006 to 2010.  Here, 
he demonstrates one species ecologically related to salmon (walleye 
pollock).  

Winner of the first prize, members of the Saru 
Fishery Cooperative gather by their boat.

Saru Fishery Cooperative Photo

Sierra, daughter of Cheryl Ross of PBS, draws the winners at the 2nd 
Plenary of the 2011 Annual Meeting.   NPAFC Secretariat photo

http://www.npafc.org/new/science_fishtag.html
http://www.npafc.org/new/science_fishtag.html
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PROFILES OF NPAFC REPRESENTATIVES
JUNICHIRO OKAMOTO -- REPRESENTATIVE OF JAPAN, 

VICE-PRESIDENT OF NPAFC

Junichiro Okamoto graduated from the Faculty of 
Agriculture at the University of Tokyo and then 
joined the Fisheries Agency of Japan (FAJ).  At 
FAJ, he worked on domestic fisheries management, 
international fisheries trade policy, and fisheries 
negotiations with the (then) Soviet Union, Canada, 
South Korea, and U.S.A.  Junichiro participated in 
deliberations of numerous organizations including 
the Organization for Economic Co-operation 
and Development, Inter-American Tropical Tuna 
Commission, International Whaling Commission, 

Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources, 
and General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.  He was Division Director 
of Agriculture and Fisheries at the Japan External Trade Organization in 
New York and served as Deputy Secretary General of the Southeast Asian 
Fisheries Development Center in Bangkok.  Currently, Junichiro is a 
professor at the Faculty of Fisheries Sciences at Hokkaido University.  His 
broad experience with international fisheries organizations has deepened 
his fondness for travel abroad.

SHINGO KUROHAGI --  NEW REPRESENTATIVE OF JAPAN

Shingo Kurohagi was born in Kagoshima 
Prefecture and graduated from the Fisheries 
Faculty of Kagoshima University where he studied 
physical oceanography.  In 1986 he entered the 
Fisheries Agency of Japan (FAJ) and has since 
been working mainly on the drafting of legislation 
for fisheries resource management and regulations 
for domestic fisheries.  In 1993 for the first time in 
the world, Shingo instituted a Vessel Monitoring 
System that combined GPS and Inmarsat systems 
aboard Japanese tuna vessels operating in fishing 

areas managed by regional fisheries management organizations.  In 2006 
he established a system of tagging bluefin tunas caught legally by Japanese 
fishing vessels and disallowing tunas without such tags from landing at 
ports.  Since July 2011, Shingo has been the primary enforcement officer 
at FAJ and an NPAFC Representative.  He has authored many books on 
Japanese fisheries regulations and currently lives in Yokohama with his 
wife and two daughters.

UPDATES FROM THE NPAFC SECRETARIAT

YOUNGHO PARK -- ON-THE-JOB TRAINEE

Youngho Park joined the Secretariat as an on-the-job trainee in January 2012.  He graduated from Seoul National University, 
Korea, with a BSc in Economics and has completed the coursework for an MA in Public Policy.  He joined the Ministry for Food, 
Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries (MIFAFF) in 2003, where he initially managed supply and demand of Korean agricultural 
products, promoted Korean cuisine, and developed a food-safety strategy.  His work in fisheries enforcement started after moving 
to the Division of Distant-Water Fisheries at MIFAFF in 2010.  When offered a chance for a two-year training period abroad, he 
applied to the NPAFC to increase his exposure to international organizations.  Youngho has traveled to other regions of the world, 
including North and South America, Africa, Europe and Asia.  During his stay in Vancouver with his wife, Hyesun, Youngho 
hopes to travel to eastern Canada and the U.S.A.

In December while on an informational tour of several 
North American cities, a group of Korean Ministry for Food, 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MIFAFF) employees visited 
the Secretariat’s office.  

Guests from Korea visit NPAFC

NPAFC Secretariat photo
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Semiahmoo Smoked Salmon

The following recipe and photos were provided by Jim Irvine from the Pacific Biological Station, Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada, in Nanaimo.  The recipe was adapted from one served at the Cannery, a former Vancouver seafood restaurant.

by Jim Irvine

Ingredients 

3 tablespoons butter
1 small shallot, diced
500 g smoked salmon, cut into thin strips
1 avocado, peeled and sliced
2 tablespoons brandy
¼ cup whipping cream
Dill to your taste (fresh, if possible)
Juice from a freshly squeezed lemon 
Salt and pepper

James (Jim) Irvine has been a research scientist with Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
(DFO) since obtaining his PhD at the University of Otago (NZ) in 1984.  Initially focusing 
on salmonids in freshwater, he shifted to ocean related research about 15 years ago.  
He worked in Hokkaido for 6 months and has mentored Japanese scientists.  Jim has 
held various positions at DFO including Chair of the Pacific Scientific Advice Review 
Committee, Science lead during the development of Canada’s Wild Salmon Policy, and 
co-chair of the Fishery Oceanography Working Group.  Jim has authored approximately 
175 scientific publications, of which about 50 are peer-reviewed.  An active member 
of the NPAFC scientific community since 2003, particularly on the Stock Assessment 
Working Group, he currently represents Canada on the Science Sub-committee.  Jim 
enjoys kayaking, fishing, curling, and skiing.  He lives on a small island in Nanaimo 
Harbour where he is trying to improve his cooking skills.

1 Catch salmon (Fig. 1).

5 Add smoked salmon, sauté quickly, and add 
avocado (Fig. 3).

6 Add brandy and light with a match (Fig. 4).

7 Add cream and remaining butter.  Cook on 
medium heat until thick.

8 Add dill and lemon juice, and remove from heat.

9 Season to taste, and use as a spread on crackers, 
french bread, etc.

2 Smoke salmon (I prefer a cool smoke, which when 
frozen keeps well for months) (Fig. 2).

3 Assemble ingredients.

4 Melt 2 tablespoons of butter in a frying pan, add 
shallot, and sauté until translucent.

Method

10 Enjoy (Fig. 5)!

Fig. 1 Fig. 2

Fig. 3

Fig. 4

Fig. 5
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Visit the NPAFC website:  http://www.npafc.org for 
more information on events, publications, scientific 
documents, and salmon catch statistics.

Enforcement Evaluation and Coordination Meeting 
(EECM) 2012 and ENFO Workshop “Procedures 
of Interception and Seizure of Vessels of Interest on 
the High-Seas”
Jeju Island, Republic of Korea
March 27-29, 2012

Research Planning and Coordinating Meeting 
(RPCM) 2012
Meeting will be held by email in the spring. 

NPAFC 20th Annual Meeting
St. Petersburg, Russia
October 7-12, 2012

Second International Symposium: Effects of Climate Change 
on the World’s Oceans (with a Co-sponsorship of NPAFC)
Yeosu, Korea
May 15-19, 2012
www.pices.int/climatechange2012.aspx

NPAFC 2011 Annual Report
Summary of the Commission’s major activities at the 2011 
Annual Meeting and other NPAFC events will be available on 
CD-ROM and online in Spring 2012.

pUblications coming soon

Technical Report 8
This report will be an online publication that is a 
compilation of extended abstracts submitted to the 
NPAFC International Workshop, “Explanations for 
the High Abundance of Pink and Chum Salmon 
and Future Trends”, held in Nanaimo, B.C., 
Canada in 2011.  Technical Report 8 is scheduled 
to be published in Spring 2012.

TECHNICAL REPORT 8
International Workshop on Explanations for the High Abundance of Pink and Chum Salmon and Future Trends

file:///C:/Shared/Newsletter/NWSL%2329/www.npafc.org 
www.pices.int/climatechange2012.aspx

