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Abstract
In Alaska, mass marking of salmon using otolith thermal marking is proving to be an
effective research and management tool in a variety of situations. However rearing
constraints in the hatcheries as well as limitations on the ability to heat or chill water,
creates difficulties in assigning unique marks to each release group. Furthermore these
conditions may change each year making it difficult to ensure that the assigned mark will
actually be produced and that a hatchery will follow their planned release strategies.
Nonetheless for the purpose of avoiding conflicting marks it is important to document as
well as possible the patterns that are intended to be applied. This report provides this data
for Alaska thermal mark releases.

Proposed marks
Table 1 contains a list of proposed marks that are likely to be applied to brood year 2001
release groups. This year it is anticipated that 66 marking groups will be released by 16
facilities. Most of these are well established programs and in those cases the mark will be
similar to those applied to brood year 2000 salmon and the release numbers will be
similar. New marking programs on coho and chinook salmon will be started at
Elmendorf and Fort Rich hatcheries in the Southcentral region. The purpose of these
programs will be to monitor hatchery contributions to recreational fisheries in Cook Inlet
and Resurrection Bay near Seward.
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Table 1. Summary of thermal mark codes that may be applied to Alaska hatchery salmon in brood year 2001.
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