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Suam Kim, Vice-President of the NPAFC, received 
the 2017 Wooster Award on September 25, 2017, during 
the Opening Session of the 2017 PICES Annual Mee  ng 
in Vladivostok, Russia. We sincerely congratulate him on 
being a Wooster Award recipient. The following text, with 
some edits, is an excerpt from the PICES webpage (www.
pices.int).

Suam Kim is a professor in the Department of Marine 
Biology at Pukyong Na  onal University in Busan, Korea. 
His career in examining fi shery resources worldwide has 
spanned more than 35 years, including his chairmanship 
of interna  onal organiza  ons related to science programs 
on fi sheries and ocean studies such as PICES and NPAFC. 
He has published over 100 peer-reviewed ar  cles on topics 
of climate change, fi shery resource trends, ecosystem 
changes and forecas  ng of fi sh stocks. He has published 
six books in Korean, and contributed chapters to 28 books 
domes  cally and globally. 

Suam’s connec  on to the sea deepened when he 
entered the Department of Oceanography of Seoul 
Na  onal University in 1972. His educa  on con  nued with 
a Master in Marine Biology in Korea, and a PhD in Fisheries 
Oceanography at the University of Washington. He did a 
postdoc at the Alaska Fisheries Science Center of NOAA. 
In 1989, as a young scien  st s  ll, he shi  ed his focus to 
studying the Antarc  c. In 1992 he was the team leader 
of the Antarc  c King Sejong Sta  on, where he managed 
research opera  ons and studied Antarc  c biological 

resources. He later published “The Antarc  c Science Story” 
in Korean for his daughter based on his experiences from 
this  me. 

Along with his highly acclaimed papers in English, 
Suam has also played an ac  ve role in many interna  onal 
organiza  ons in the areas of marine fi sheries and 
oceanography, including for PICES and for the NPAFC, 
where he is currently Vice-President and a decade ago was 
the President (2008‒2009). He was also vice chairman of 
the CCAMLR scien  fi c commi  ee. He currently serves as 
an Editorial Board member of the Marine Coastal Fisheries 
of the American Fisheries Society.

Since Suam moved to Pukyong Na  onal University 
(PKNU) in 2000, he has devoted great energy to fostering 
the next genera  on of marine and fi sheries scien  sts. 
As a member of the Korean Commi  ee of Global 
Ocean Ecosystem Dynamics (GLOBEC), he convinced 
an anonymous benefactor to provide funds that would 
enable young Korean scien  sts to a  end and present their 
studies in interna  onal venues. This support enabled more 
than 50 young scien  sts to share their results in various 
venues, including PICES. Many of his students received 
Best Presenta  on Awards at four PICES Annual Mee  ngs. 
He will offi  cially re  re from PKNU as of February 28, 2018. 
However, he will con  nue his commitment to marine and 
fi sheries scien  fi c studies and contribu  ons to the NPAFC.

What is the Wooster Award, and who can win the Award?

In 2000, PICES Governing Council approved the establishment 
of an award named in honour of Professor Warren S. Wooster, a 
principal founder and the fi rst Chairman of PICES, and a world-
renowned researcher and statesman in the area of climate 
variability and fi sheries produc  on. The criteria for selec  on are: 
sustained excellence in research, teaching, administra  on or 
a combina  on of the three in the area of North Pacifi c marine 
science. Special considera  on is given to individuals who have 
worked in integra  ng the disciplines of marine science, and 
preference is given to individuals who were or are currently 
ac  vely involved in PICES ac  vi  es (www.pices.int).

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratula  ons to Dr. Suam Kim, as the 
Recipient of the 17  Wooster Award from PICES

Dr. Suam Kim received the Wooster Award on September 25, 2017 
from Science Board Chair, Dr. Hiroaki Saito (right) and PICES Chair, Dr. 
Chul Park (le  ). Photo credit: PICES Secretariat 


